04/ 02/ 1999

Abdul | ah of fers new perspectives on current issues

DEPUTY Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi di scussed the

"bl ack eye incident”, the inm nent Sabah election, his "M C ean" inage
and other topical issues inalive intervieww th New Straits Times Press
group editor-in-chief Datuk A Kadir Jasin, aired over TVl on Tuesday
night. This is the first of the two-part transcript of his interview

Q What are your feelings about being the new Deputy Prine M nister?

A | amgrateful to God for this appointnment. But | always rem nd nyself
that there is a lot of work to be done. The people hope | will carry out
my duties sincerely and with dedication so that my work is satisfactory.

Q Wth the appointnent, do you think you have nore work now given the
expectations of the people and the Prine M nister?

A: Yes, it feels like that. The hopes placed on nme are very high. \Wen |
read coments in the newspapers and fromletters fromfriends, | know they
have expectations of nme. | know that | have to carry out ny duties well
and assist the Prine Mnister in ensuring that the Governnent progranmes
are carried out as planned. | nust execute this with full responsibility.

Q Although there are sonme who feel that your appointnment was
unexpected, they still welconed it as it was seen as a conciliatory nove.
Do you agree?

A: | did not expect to be appointed as | have many friends in Umo who
are experienced. | amnot involved in any faction. That is why peopl e say
that if Pak Lah goes up, everyone will be his friend. And since becomn ng
DPM | have nmintained that anmong my priorities is to unite the party
al though I amnot deputy president. But as DPM | have plenty of work to
do and | need support fromfriends, especially those in the Governnent. |
do not take into consideration their background or whether they supported
me or not. Qur struggle in the party is inportant. That is why many
believe | can help unite the party.

Q How |l ong before your appointnent as Deputy Prinme Mnister did you
know t hat you were going to be appoi nted?

A | was not told at all .... before that | was invited to (the Prine
M nister's) office to discuss the appointment of the Deputy Prine
M nister. He (Dr Mahathir) sought ny views. He al so asked nmy opi nion on
calls that he should nane a deputy.

Q There has been nmuch discussion on the injuries inflicted on Datuk
Seri Anwar lbrahimwhile in police custody. Today, the Prinme Mnister said
the report woul d be made public. The Governnent did not determ ne the
terns of reference of the comm ssion. As DPM and Home M nister, do you
hope that the comm ssion will nake reconmendati ons on areas beyond t he
injuries inflicted on Anwar?

A: | know that the comm ssion has been given sone terns of reference,
and it is being asked to concentrate on the incident that caused the
injury to Anwar while in police custody.

The CGovernment views the incident seriously. W don't take it lightly
and it is a crimnal offence to inflict injury on any person while in
pol i ce cust ody.

This is a najor issue. That's why we decided to investigate, but the
i nvestigation has yet to be conpleted and it seens the public hopes it is
truly independent and not conducted by a body which is said to be
i ndependent but whose nmenbers are police officers.

In this matter, the Governnent's decision - after listening to the views
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