11/ 01/ 1999
Abdul I ah: I'1l do my best and consider all views

Mari na Emmranuel

PENANG, Sun. - New y-appointed Deputy Prinme M nister and Home M ni ster
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi today promi sed to do his best and
consider the views of all parties on matters related to his duties.

He said he was happy with the support of Umo and community | eaders over
hi s appoi ntnents, as expressed in the nedia.

God willing, he said, he would not disappoint the people but would try
to nmeet their expectations.

"This is the promise | made to nyself and to the Umo suprene counci
menbers after (party president and) Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad appoi nted ne on Friday," he said after presenting Hari Raya aid to
450 peopl e i n Penaga.

Abdul | ah, who is al so Kepala Batas MP, said he would nmeet Dr Mahathir
soon to discuss and seek the Prine Mnister's advice on his new
responsibilities.

Asked on statenents by various parties that his appoi ntnent as Hone
M ni ster would restore public confidence in the integrity of governnent
institutions, he said:

"At this point, | have no specific cormment on what | plan to do at the
Home M nistry.

"It isamnmnistry with many departnents such as the police, inmmgration
and (national) registration under its purview. | would need to be briefed
first on the operations of the entire set-up."

Meanwhi | e, when presenting cash, food and clothing to the needy at the
Bakar Kapur community hall in Penaga, Abdullah spoke on the need to
preserve the peace
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