15 JAN 1999
Mahat hi r - Abdul | ah
ABDULLAH S APPO NTMENT EASES PCLI TI CAL ANXI ETY, SAYS MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 15 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said the appointment of Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnad Badawi as his new
deputy | ast week has sonmewhat eased anxiety over the national political
si tuation.

"It appears so," he said in an interview with Radio and Tel evi si on
Mal aysi a when asked whet her Abdul | ah' s appoi nt nent brought about a
"calm ng" effect on the current Malaysian political scene.

The interview foll owed the taping of the prinme mnister's Hari Raya
Aidilfitri message at Wsma TV in Angkasapuri here today.

Abdul | ah was nanmed the new Deputy Prine Mnister and Hone Mnister in a
Cabi net reshuffle announced by Dr Mahathir after chairing last Friday's
Umo Suprene Council neeting here.

Dr Mahathir said: "The reaction | gathered | ater showed that his
appoi ntment was well-received and drew only little criticisns or adverse
remarks. "

Nati onal politics becanme a staple public topic after the sacking of
Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimas Deputy Prinme M nister and Fi nance M nister and
from Umo | ast Septenber.

Dr Mahathir then became First Finance M nister and nanmed Datuk Mistapa
Mohamad Second Fi nance M nister.

On Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n' s appoi ntment as the new First Finance M nister
in |last week's cabinet reshuffle, Dr Mahathir said he was confident that
Tun Dai m coul d agai n convi nce manufacturers, businessnen and foreign
i nvestors and that the Ml aysi an econony woul d be managed in a way
advant ageous to Ml aysi a.

"Tun Dai mis experienced and know egeabl e about econom cs and fi nance.
He had hel ped us get over the recession of 1986 and 1987," he said.

On the nont h-1ong house ownershi p campai gn whi ch ended | ast Tuesday
after clinching sales of alnost RWM billion, Dr Mahathir said the
overwhel m ng success and public response was beyond the governnent's
expect ati on.

"This goes to show that there is affordability on the part of the
peopl e but they need to be convinced that any effort undertaken is done
effectively,"” he said.

The canpai gn al so showed that Mal aysia was i ndeed capabl e of reviving
her econony if the nation strived hard towards that objective.

On the country's nmanpower situation, Dr Mahathir criticised Ml aysi ans
who were choosy about | obs.

"Qur people are choosy abut jobs.. if only there are not so, I'm
certain that they will not be jobless,"” he said adding that the nunber of
those that had to be |aid off because of the econom ¢ downturn was snall.

The prime mnister said under the present economc situation, the |ocal
wor kf orce coul d repl ace the foreign workers who now nunbered al nbst two
mllions.

Replying to a question on howto inprove the quality of education in
Mal aysia, Dr Mahathir said it can be done including by changing the node of
i nparting know edge to students.

He sai d enphasis nmust be given to practical aspects than theory.

"We may al so enlist the services of part-tine lecturers in certain
di sciplines including in universities ... we will appoint "adjunct
pr of essors”



-- working and experienced academ ci ans but give lectures on a
part-tine basis.

Dr Mahathir also said the government would nmonitor private institutions
of higher learning to ensure they do not use unconduci ve prem ses for
education apart from ascertaining only qualified people were hired as
teaching staff.

On the Sabah El ection, Dr Mahathir, who is al so Barisan Nasional (BN)
chairman, said the ruling coalition was prepared to face the polls at any
time.
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