26/ 09/ 1999

Abu Hassan: IPF will join BN on the canpaign trai

PETALI NG JAYA, Sat. - Indian Progressive Front menbers will join Sel angor
Bari san Nasi onal ' s el ecti on canpai gn although it is not a conponent party,
Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abu Hassan Orar said today.

"We acknow edge that | PF has strong grassroots support and it has been
supporting the BNfor along tine, especially in the 1995 general election
and the Permatang State by-election in 1997," he said.

Abu Hassan, who is the State Barisan Nasional chairnman, said there were
1.2 mllion voters in Sel angor, of which al nost 500, 000 wer e nmenbers of
Bari san Nasi onal conponent parties.

He was speaki ng at a gathering of | PF nenbers to pl edge their support to
ensure an overwhel mi ng BN victory.

"l believe the BN conponent party | eaders in Selangor will be able to
make full use of help fromparties like I PF."

Asked about I PF' s application to join BN, Abu Hassan said | PF shoul d be
patient. | PF president M G Pandithan, who was present, said | PF was not a
conponent party but "we are already in"

Earlier, Abu Hassan received a rousing wel cone froml PF nmenbers and al
the 14 branch | eaders from Sel angor garl| anded hi m

The 4, 000- odd nmenbers al so t ook an oat h pl edgi ng their undivi ded support
for BN. Pandithan said simlar gatherings would be heldin all states.

He added, of | ate, some BN conponent party | eaders had i ndi cated t hat
they did not need | PF's support, referring to M C presi dent Datuk Seri S.
Sany Vellu's recent comments.

"Neverthel ess, we will still support all BN candi dates, including those
fromMC. W see all BN candi dates as the candi date of our | eader, Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

"But we will not ask for anything fromthe Prinme Mnister or Barisan
Nasional . But if we get anything, it is a bonus.

"W have shown our undivided support and struggled for the |l ast 10 years
and we are willing to do so for another 100 years," he said.

However, Pandithan ruled out nerging I PF and M C.

"We (I PF) want to be a separate entity. Wien M C was fornmed some 50
years ago, there were only sone 600, 000 I ndians in the country. Nowthere
are about 2.1 million Indians and there is roomfor another |ndian-based
party.

"There nust al so be a check and bal ance for M C. Actually there is no
pr obl emanong t he grassroots supporters of both the parties.

"The problemis only with Sany Vel lu. He feels threatened if thereis to
be an alternative party fighting for the cause of Indians," he told
reporters.

Earlier, | PF Sel angor el ection nmachi nery chai rman Kadir Mydin sai d t hey
had 300 men and 200 wonen al ready on the canpaign trail.
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