25/ 03/ 1999
Abu Hassan: Sel angor will exceed 2.16pc grow h target

Anni e Freeda Cruez

SHAH ALAM Wed. - The Sel angor Governnent is confident the State will
achi eve nore than the forecast econom c growmh of 2.16 per cent this year
due to better performance recorded by several sectors.

Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abu Hassan Omar said with several sectors
showi ng growt h, especially with the strategi es and programes i npl ement ed
by the Sel angor Economic Action Council, the forecast economc growth for
the State should be nore than 2.16 per cent.

"I have directed ny officers to study the matter and subnit their
report," he said at a Press conference in his office today.

Abu Hassan who had earlier chaired the weekly SEAC neeting, said they
di scussed a nunber of current econonic issues especially those stressed
during the National Econom c Action Council neeting chaired by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad - devel opnent and | and.

"The SEAC today unani nously decided that due consi deration would be
given to further boost the construction industry, such as infrastructure,
housi ng devel opnent including the construction of | ow and nedi um cost
houses and buil di ng projects."

He said all government officers at State and district |evels have been
ordered to expedite applications subnitted for the reclamation of land to
construct roads.

"The State Land and M nes Departnment has al so been directed to subnit
the Iist of applications for reclaimng land for the construction of
roads,"” he said, adding that all applications would be studied and
approved i f they were in order

Abu Hassan said applications for | and conversions for building and
housi ng projects would al so be gi ven due consi deration by SEAC.

"What we want is for the econony to nove. W do not want delays in the
approval of applications which will hanper the State's economic growth,"”
he sai d.

Asked if there were nmany backl og cases of applications not approved, Abu
Hassan said the nornmal applications were cleared fast but the backl og was
inthe old applications that had been piling up in the land offices for
years.

"Al these old applications for |and conversions and devel opnent
projects need to be | ooked into and cleared if the applicant is stil
alive and interested.”

Those who have problens getting their applications approved are urged to
witeinto the Menteri Besar's office for the attention of Abu Hassan
hi nmsel f.

Anot her topic dealt with at length at the SEAC neeting was the
activities lined up for the Visit Sel angor Year 2000.

To prepare for the Visit Selangor Year 2000, Abu Hassan said a Visit
Sel angor Action Plan had been drafted. State Health, Culture and Tourism
Committee chairman Datuk Dr Pius Martin and his team briefed the SEAC
about the plan.

He said the RML.5 million Sel angor Tourist Centre in Shah Al am woul d be
opened by Dr Mahathir on May 13 and the Visit Sel angor Year 2000 woul d be
officially launched i n June.
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