13/12/ 1999

Abu Zahar: New appoi nt rent an honour

MALACCA, Sun. - Forner Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Abu Zahar Isnin today
said his appointnment as the new Parlianmentary secretary to the Hone

M nistry was not a denotion but an honour and responsibility entrusted to
hi m

Abu Zahar said there should not be specul ation that the appoi nt nent was
a denoti on.

"I treat this as a responsibility entrusted to ne by Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hi r Mohaned.

"It is certainly a task entrusted to nme to ensure the security of the
country.

"I'f people view my appointnent as a denotion then, let thembe... |
sincerely feel the nove made by Dr Mahathir is the best for all parties,"”
he said when net at his house in Tanman Tasek U ama, Ayer Keroh today.

He was asked to comment on suggesti ons nade by the people that the
appoi ntrent was a denotion for him

Abu Zahar added that the Honme M nistry was one of the npbst inportant
Mnistries in the Cabinet as it was entrusted with matters pertaining to
security.

"Security is an inmportant factor to ensure continued econom c growh."

He said as a "new man' in the Cabinet, he would try to fulfil the job
requi rements as best as he could and assist the Deputy Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi who is al so Hone M nister.

Abu Zahar al so descri bed t he appoi ntment of acadenician Tan Sri Misa
Mohamad as Education Mnister as tinely.

"The Governnment cannot be accused of having politicians only for
m nisterial appointnents as it is a nmixture of both politicians and
academ ci ans, " he said.

(END)
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