02/ 10/ 1999
ACA chief: We don't close files on active cases

Sar ban Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The Anti-Corruption Agency does not deliberately

cl ose or "sweep under the carpet" cases which it has begun i nvesti gati ng,
its director-general Datuk Ahmad Zaki Hussin said today.

These i ncl ude the Perwaj a Steel case and reports nmade agai nst Fi nance
M ni ster Tun Dai mZai nuddi n and I nt ernati onal Trade and I ndustry M ni ster
Dat uk Seri Rafidah Aziz.

"Since | cane here, | have never closed any case which we are
i nvestigating," he said.

"l have got no reason to protect anyone. And when it cones to
i nvestigations, the ACAis not answerabl e to anyone," he sai d, adding that
t he agency only submtted its findings tothe Attorney-General's Chanbers.

Ahmad Zaki said if it took 20 years to conplete investigations on the
Perwaj a case, it would still be done.

He assuned t he post of ACA director-general in Septenber |ast year.

Ahmad Zaki was speaking to reporters after officiating the ACA's 32nd
anni versary cel ebrations at its headquarters.

He was conmenting on a letter on the Internet which clained the ACA was
not i ndependent and was a puppet of Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad.

The letter alleged that Ahmad Zaki personally briefed the Prime Mnister
on all investigations carried out.

The report al so said the ACA had conspired with the Governnent to ensure
former Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mwas convi ct ed.

Ahmad Zaki sai d al though the ACA cane under the purview of the Prine
M ni ster's Department, he only di scussed policy matters and probl ens faced
by the agency with Dr Mahathir.

Asked why he wi shed to comment on the report which did not carry a
signatory, Ahmad Zaki said this was i nportant as such reports coul d poi son
the m nds of the people.

Citing an exanple, he said the report had all eged t hat Deputy Home
M ni ster Datuk Azm Khalid, |Inspector-Ceneral of Police Tan Sri Norian Mai
and he had nmet secretly in Bangkok for "an unknown purpose".

The report alleged that Norian and Ahnad Zaki had gone to Bangkok to
attend a conference but Ahmad Zaki did not attend it and had in fact
returned earlier.

Clarifying, Ahnmad Zaki said the three of themhad gone to Bangkok upon
the invitation of the United Nations to attend the opening of an acadeny
to hel p train Government officers dealing with corruptionin the region.

Azm , he said, was representing the Hone M nister, Norian, the Ml aysian
pol i ce and he (Ahmad Zaki) the ACA

"We attended the opening of the acadeny as in future, we will al so be
able to send our officers there for retraining. It is also to help the ACA
buildits network with other international agencies," he said, adding that
one officer had al ready been sent for retraining.

Ahmad Zaki said he decided to return home earlier as the conference was
bei ng hel d at anot her | ocati on 300kmaway fromBangkok. He said after
goi ng t hrough t he programme of the conference he deci ded that his officer
coul d instead attend.

"I also had to return to Kual a Lunpur because deci si ons had to be nade
on certain policy matters."

He described t he pl oy by those responsi ble for posting the letter on the
Internet on the so-called secret nmeeting as "a cl ever way of exploiting



the situation".

"If we had wanted to hold a secret neeting, why i n Bangkok?" he asked.

Ahmad Zaki sai d as the Bangkok programme was only known to his of ficers,
there was a possibility that someone had | eaked the i nformation to the
witer/s of the letter.

Briefing reporters earlier, Ahmad Zaki said the ACA started as a unit
under the Royal Ml aysian Police in Cctober 1967. To ensure it was
i ndependent and carried out its investigations nore effectively, the
Governnent decided to separate it, leading to the birth of the ACA

The ACA now has 1, 200 enpl oyees - 800 officers and 400 support staff.

Ahmad Zaki said the Governnent had al so recently upgraded the status of
t he Labuan office which previously reported to the Sabah ACA. It woul d now
report directly to the headquarters here.
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