04/ 05/ 1999

ACA: Perwaj a probe still on

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The Anti-Corruption Agency's probe into the RW. 985
billion |losses incurred by Perwaja Steel Sdn Bhd as at Dec 31, 1995, is
still ongoing.

Its director-general, Datuk Ahmad Zaki Husin, said today investigations
into the case, which began in Cctober, 1996, had not been conpleted as it
invol ved a wi de scope

He sai d the busi ness transacti ons which occurred during that tine
i ncluded i nternati onal dealings, which neant there were natters of
jurisdiction.

"W nust be satisfied whether these transactions were legitinate or
otherwise ... the investigationwill only end when we are satisfied, one
way or the other," added Ahmad Zaki

He was speaking to reporters at the ACA headquarters in Persiaran Duta
after officiating the opening of a basic course for ACA superi ntendents
and assi stant superintendents.

In the course of investigations into Perwaja's | osses, the ACA had
recorded statenents fromnore than 60 people, including its forner
managi ng director, Tan Sri Eric Chia.

ACA of fi cers had gone to Japan, Hong Kong and Switzerl and t o gat her
evidence relating to a RW6.4 million paynent which t he conpany nmade to
NKK Cor poration t hrough a non-exi stent conpany, FrilshamEnterprises Inc,
i n Hong Kong.

On Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s st atenent yest erday
that a crony of Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mhad amassed RM230 mi | lion, Ahnmad
Zaki said the agency had not received a report on the matter

Ahmad Zaki al so hailed the Anti-Corruption Act 1997 as a success, saying
it was a contributing factor towards decreasing corrupti on cases inthe
country.

Referring to the agency's statistics |ast year, where 300 peopl e were
arrested for corrupt practices as conpared to 334 the previous year, he
sai d the decrease showed that people were nore afraid to comm t corrupt
practices.

This, he said, was due to the heavier fines and jail terns i nmposed under
the act, as conpared to the previous act.

Under the new act which cane into effect on Jan 8, | ast year, those
found guilty of corrupt practices are |liable to between 14 days and 20
years' jail, and a fine of RMLO, 000 or five tinmes the anount of a bri be,
whi chever is higher
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