20 DEC 1999
Taj ol - Umo
ACCEPT PROFESSI ONALS AS UWNO CANDI DATES, SAYS TAJCOL

| POH, Dec 20 (Bernama) -- Perak Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Tajol Rosl
Ghazali said today he supported the call for Umo to field professionals as
candi dates in general elections even if they do not hold posts in the
party.

He said the governnent found it hard to get professionals with
expertise in certain fields to venture into active politics through Umo as
they do not hold inportant party posts at the branch or divisional |evel.

"When the tines comes to appoint nenbers of the Cabinet or State
Execitive Councils, we are in a difficult situation.

"Soneti mes we need the expertise of certain people but they are not
gi ven the opportunity to contest in the polls,” he said after the
oat h-taki ng cerenony for nenbers of the Perak State Legislative Assenbly.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar had proposed | ast week
that Umo al |l ow professionals and academnicians to stand as candi dates in
general elections wthout placing nmuch inportance on their position in the
party hierarchy.

Yest erday, Umo president and Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said the Umo Supreme Council had agreed to study the proposal

Taj ol Rosli said Umo would not woo all professionals but only those
needed by the party.

He pointed out that Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob was
previously a diplomat, and former Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk
Sabbar uddi n Chi k a governnent officer

Simlarly, MCA secretary-general Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh and Human
Resources M nister Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn were acadeni ci ans before becom ng
politicians, he said.
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