24 MAR 1999
Li m Mai nt enance
ACCI DENT DUE TO SYSTEM FAI LURE AND POOR MAI NTENANCE

KUALA LUMPUR, March 24 (Bernama) -- Systemfailure and poor maintenance
have been identified as the cause of the |ast Mnday's acci dent which
resulted in the death of two workers and nine others injured at the
construction site of Taman Seputi h condom ni um here.

Human Resources M nister Datuk Lim Ah Lek said today prelimnary
i nvestigation showed that the accident nmight be due to nmechanical failure.

He told reporters after visiting the site where two workers plunged to
their death fromsixth floor to the second | evel of the 28-storey
condom ni um when a material hoist carrying themw th nine others gave away.

The dead workers were |Indonesians while the survivors included two
Mal aysi ans.

Limsaid the passenger hoi st has the capacity of 1.0 tonne or a maxi mum
of 12 passengers and it was suspected that the energency brake system
failed after the initial brake mal functioned.

Li mwho inspected the site about one hour said all works at the site
had been hal ted pending investigations by the Departnent of Occupational
Safety and Health (DGCSH) .

He said the stop-work order would only be lifted after DOSH was
satisfied with safety neasures taken by the devel oper, Far East Land and
Housi ng Devel opnent Conpany Sdn Bhd and its main contractor Intria Bina Sdn
Bhd.

He said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad was particul ar
concer ned about the "nmaintenance culture" anong the public including the
mai nt enance at the KL International Airport (KLIA)'s Bunga Raya conpl ex
whi ch houses the airport's WIP room

The weaknesses of the maintenance in the conplex was di scussed during
today' s cabi net neeting, he said.

Limsaid he had ordered DOSH to take certain preventive neasures to
avoi d the recurrence of simlar incident.
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