29/ 08/ 1999

Accol ades for “Discovery University'

SKUDAI, Sat. - Universiti Teknol ogi Mal aysi a has been officially thened a
"Di scovery University" tomark its scientific breakthroughs and strong
wor ki ng rel ati onship with industries.

Focusi ng on the new theme, the university plans to excel further in
research and devel opnent through coll aborative efforts with private
compani es.

Launchi ng the theme at UTMcanpus today, Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad congratul ated the university for discovering new
t echnol ogi es and products.

He urged all universities to go beyond their conventional role as
know edge- provi der to becone technol ogy generators.

"Uni versities must becone "discovery' agents that will focus on
devel opi ng products applicable to the |l ocal industries.

"t her than produci ng graduates, universities have aresponsibility to
produce market-driven products,” he said, citing UTM s findi ngs on sol ar
t echnol ogy, nenbrane technol ogy and "si ne sl ab" as achi evenents whi ch have
made the country proud.

He | at er presented Di scovery Excel |l ence Anwards to Associ ate Professors
Dr Ahmad Fauzi Ismail, Dr Norai eni Mktar and Hadi bah I smail, all from
UtM

Ahrmad Fauzi and Norai eni have each won a gol d nedal for their inventions
at 27th International Exhibition of Inventions, New Techni ques and
Products in Geneva | ast May.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir [ aunched the Marine Technol ogy Laboratory at the
uni versity. Apart fromproviding | aboratory facilities for students and
devel opi ng the | ocal shipping industry, the centre will generate
"invisible" income internms of international trade.

He was proud to note that the | aboratory had been endorsed by the
I nternational Towi ng Tank Conference.

"This proves the international community is confident of Malaysia's
achi evenents and | amconvi nced mari ne technol ogy will continue to grow
here. ™"

Al so present were Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hnman, Education
M ni ster Datuk Seri Mhd Najib Tun Abdul Razak and UTMvi ce-chancel | or
Dat uk Dr Ahmad Zaharudi n | drus.
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