22 AUG 1999

ACCOUNTANTS MUST BE WELL TRAINED I N DI G TAL TECHNOLOGY, SAYS TAJCL

| POH, Aug 22 (Bernama) -- Mal aysian accountants could only play a key
role in the coming fully digital age if they are well trained in al
aspects of computer technol ogy, said Mnister in the Prine Mnister's
Department Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli Ghazali

"Wthout such training, you would not be able to account for or audit
literally zillions of transaction that take place at |ightning speed, in a
paperl ess and borderless world," he said in his speech at the Ml aysian
Institute of Accountant (Perak Branch) 9th annual dinner here |ast night.

He said if the accountants were not well trained in such digita
matters, the significance of their role in such a society would be greatly
di m ni shed, if not conpletely elimn nated.

He al so said accountants could give valuable input and contributions to
the country's business atnosphere by nmaintaining or inproving the econonic
and busi ness systens.

"In such a role, accountants nust show no fear or favor to ensure that
we can achi eve and uphol d the national objectives of transparency,
accountability and an inpeccabl e standard of corporte governance,"” he said.

VWil e urging | ocal accountants to be the leader in their profession
Tajol said this could be achieved if they could adopt the "Mal aysi a Bol eh"
spirit which was pronmoted by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad

"Be the |l eader not only in the country but also in the region and
globally," he said.
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