06/11/1999

Advice to architects on design

PUTRAJAYA, Fri. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
called on architects to take into account the equi pment that will |ater be
installed in buildings they are designing.

Sayi ng he was unhappy that this was not always done, he said this aspect
of architecture nmust be given attention.

"Especially, air-conditioners are still seen hangi ng outside w ndows ...
sonetimes in rows, nmaking a beautiful building |ess beautiful,"” he said.
Dr Mahathir said this when | aunching the book "KLIA Gateway to Mal aysi a"
by Dat uk Esa Mbhaned, an architect and planner, at the Prinme Mnister's
Depart nent .

Dr Mahat hir said sone people also hang their laundry, including their
underwear, to dry outside windows and that to solve this problemit had
been suggested that buil dings have econom cal dryers.

"I amnot satisfied as the design of nmany buildings do not take into
account equi prent that would be installed later," he said.

However, he congratul ated Ml aysi an architects for havi ng desi gned nany
beauti ful buil dings and havi ng changed the nation's | ook.

At the launch, Dr Mahathir was presented the Ml aysian Architects
Associ ation President's Award for Qutstanding Contribution to Malaysia's
Archi tecture.

The association's president Prof Datuk Parid Wardi Sudin said this was
the first time the award was bei ng made and was the hi ghest honour
best owed on individuals or organi sati ons outside the professsion of
architecture
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