14/ 02/ 1999
Advi ce to human rights chanpi ons

Zainul Arifin in Montego Bay, Jamaica

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad has urged chanpi ons of hunman
rights to | ook beyond their narrow definition of the subject and address
abuses that have escaped their scrutiny.

He cited, for exanple, acts of terrorismcommtted by sonme countries
abroad when trying to further their objectives.

Their acts had affected the rights of people in those nations and
resulted in deaths.

Dr Mahathir said human rights al so included the right to be enpl oyed and
to earn a living, both of which had been eroded after the Asian financi al
crisis.

"Recently, due to actions taken by peopl e outside of Ml aysia, nmany
peopl e in Ml aysi a who were enjoying human rights have been deprived of
these rights," he told reporters on Friday after the G oup of 15
devel opi ng countries three-day summt here.

The Prime M nister has al ways stressed on the social consequences of the
actions of financial nmarket players, including throwing mllions into
poverty.

"W believe that if you want to tackle human rights, we should tackle it
wor | dwi de. This should involve all countries and state terrorism™

Asked by a reporter whether he was referring to the United States, Dr
Mahat hi r sai d:

"As far as the name of the countries that are involved in state
terrorism | don't think it is very diplomatic to nane the states .... you
are free to nmake assunptions of your own."

The US has been known to take unilateral action, such as sending its
troops to other countries to further its donestic agenda.

"Unfortunately when people tal k about human rights they are rather
biased in their definition of human rights,” Dr Mahathir said.

"They think that what they are doing is, of course, not contravening
human rights, especially if that happens in sone other country.”

Dr Mahathir left on Friday for a one-day visit to France to neet
Presi dent Jacques Chirac. He is scheduled to stop in Amman, Jordan, to
meet Ki ng Abdul | ah and pay his condol ences to the famly on the death of
Ki ng Hussei n.
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