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MALAYSI AN conpany Aer o Technol ogi es Sdn Bhd has j oi ned t he ranks of the
wor | d' s aerospace manufacturers after it won a contract to manufacture
wi ng conponents for the Airbus A300 aircraft.

The mi | estone contract which was concl uded at the recent Langkaw
Internatioal Maritinme and Aerospace ' 99 exhi bition al so marks Mal aysi a's
entry into the nulti-billion dollar international conrercial aircraft
i ndustry, which is dom nated by Europe and North Anerica.

Aer o Technol ogi es, a whol | y owned subsi di ary of Conposites Technol ogy
Research Mal aysi a Sdn Bhd (CTRM), was gi ven t he contract by BAe Syst ens,
whi ch i s one of the conpanies entrusted to build parts for the Airbus
consortium

CTRMchi ef operating of fi cer George Bl ower sai d Aero Technol ogi es woul d
manuf acture all the conposite parts at its production plant in Ml acca.
The netal details of the parts will be subcontracted to SME
Aer ot echnol ogi es Sdn Bhd.

The company will produce fixed trailing edges for the A300 aircraft and
the initial contract is for the production of 55 sets of the parts.

The A300 was the first aircraft type to be rolled out fromthe Airbus
stable in the 1960s, and is now available in its nodern derivative, the
A310 and A300- 600.

The conpany was also invited to bid for the manufacture of additiona
wi ng conponents for Airbus aircraft, such as the ailerons for the A319,
A320 and A321 series

This may prove to be a lucrative deal for Aero Technol ogi es as these
Ai rbus series are anong t he best selling commercial aircraft types in the
wor |l d. Airbus produces about 24 a nonth.

The future seenms to be bright for Aero Technol ogies as at Lima ' 99,
representatives fromAi rbus I ndustri e approached themto negotiate further
col l aboration in parts nmanufacturing.

Essentially, they have invited Aero Technol ogies to bid for the contract
to supply trailing edge panels for vertical stabilisers for the A319, A320
and A321 seri es.

CTRM sees the manufacturing project as a stepping stone to bidding for
proj ects under Airbus' nega A3XX Programe.

And wi th | ast week's announcenent fromAirbus that it was goi ng ahead to
devel opi ng t he mammot h super-junbo |iner, despite strong argunents from
conpetitors Boeing that there is no market for it, CTRMis in a good
position to grab a piece of the market.

BAe Systens which was | aunched at Lina '99 by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad after the concl usion of the nerger between British
Aer ospace and Marconi El ectronic Systenms has indicated that it ains to
secure a bigger stake in Airbus Industrie.

This coul d only nean a stronger chance of CTRMto secure nore i nportant
Ai rbus contracts

Aero Technol ogi es is the manufacturing armof CTRM The conpany produces
advance conposite conponents using state-of-the-art equipment and
machi nery.

CTRM through Aero Technol ogi es, has been tasked to spearhead t he
nation's conposites i ndustry.

The conpany began operations in Cctober 1997 as a supplier of conposite
conponents to its sister conpany, Eagle Aircraft Pty Ltd, based in



Australia, which manufactures all-conposite, two-seater Eagle 150 |ight
aircraft.

Aer o Technol ogi es has al so raised its production capability and capacity
to gain nost of EAPL's advance conposite conponents requirenents. This
i ncl udes the Eagle 150 flight controls such as fl aps and ail erons, as wel |l
as the all inmportant aircraft tailcone and wi ngs. ACT anti ci pates
conmenci ng supply of the Eagle 150 fusel age by the first quarter of 2000.
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