29 JUN 1999
Africa-Mahathir
AFRI CAN MEDI A AMAZED W TH PQOLI Tl CAL STABI LI TY, PRAlI SES MAHATH R

PUTRAJAYA, June 29 (Bernamm) -- Senior news editors from several
African countries today found out for thenselves the actual political and
econom ¢ situation in the country and not the "riot-torn Ml aysi a" as
portrayed by sone international mnedia.

After seeing and listening to Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad for nearly
two hours on the country's political situation and the econom c recovery
pl an and policies, they were convinced that Ml aysia is peaceful and
uni t ed.

Some of themsaid they saw on CNN the riots in Kuala Lunmpur follow ng
t he sacking of former deputy prine mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahiml ast
Sept enber .

The briefing held at the Prime Mnister's Departnent here, was al so
attended by officials fromthe departnent.

The editors praised the prine mnister for his ability to maintain
political stability and putting the econony back on track.

"Mal aysia is a fine exanple for the world,"” said Chris Jacobi e who
acted as the spokesnmen for the 18 journalists who arrived here | ast Sunday.

He said before they came to Ml aysia, they were under the inpression
that all was not right in the country.

"Now we know," said Jacobie, the executive editor of "Republiken" in
Nami bi a.

He said they were very excited to have | earned a | ot about WMal aysia
fromthe prime mnister hinself.

"Dr Mahathir was willing to share with us some of his ideas and
achi evenents, " he said.

Jacobie said Dr Mahathir should not worry nuch about the criticisnms
| evel | ed agai nst himand Mal aysia by the international nedia "because
Mal aysia is al ready successful.”

"It (the criticisns) is not a big deal,"” he said.

He al so praised the religious tolerance practised by the various races
in the country.

For Nai m Ni ko, the deputy business editor of Daily Nation in Kenya,
Mal aysi a has achi eved trenmendous progress.

"I amso inpressed by your prine mnister. It is so rare that you get
such an articul ate | eader,"” he said.

Describing Dr Mahathir as a forthright and honest person, N ko said he
wi shed that African | eaders had the qualities of Dr Mihathir.

"What we have seen in Malaysia is really a showase for African
countries,” he added.
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