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AG FREE TO DECI DE ON CASES | NVOLVI NG M NI STERS, DEWAN RAKYAT TCOLD

KUALA LUMPUR, April 27 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad has never prevented the Attorney-General from exercising
his discretion in nmaking decisions involving Cabi net menbers, the Dewan
Rakyat was told today.

Deputy Mnister in the Prinme Mnister's Departnment Datuk |brahimAli
described as "utter untruth" the allegation that the prine mnister had
prevented the AG from exercising his discretion in making a decision
concerning a mnister.

In awitten reply to Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi m (1 ndependent - Permat ang
Pauh), Ibrahimsaid the Attorney-Ceneral was free and not influenced by
political considerations, either those of the governnent or other parties.

On the other hand, he said, the AG s decisions were based on avail able
evi dence and al so taking into account, national and public interests,
| brahi m sai d.

In his witten query, Anwar asked the prime mnister to state that the
AG was i ndeed i ndependent in discharging his duties w thout obstruction and
whet her the prime mnister had intercepted an AGs decision relating to a
m ni ster.

I brahimsaid it would be inpossible for the AGto performhis duties as
requi red under the Federal Constitution if the AGis subject to pressures
and obstruction fromvarious quarters, including the governnent.

Article 145 of the Federal Constitution states the AG s functions while
Section 376 of the Crimnal Procedure Code enmpowers the AG to exercise his
di scretion whether or not a person shall be prosecuted in court.

| brahimsaid the AG could only exercise this power upon conpletion of

i nvestigation and subm ssion of report by enforcenent agencies, like the
police and the Anti-Corrupti on Agency.
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