07/ 10/ 1999

Agency on | ookout for “black river' seen by Dr M

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The sight of a river which | ooked black fromthe sky
has renewed concern about the deteriorating quality of river water.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad spotted the unidentified
river somewhere near Sepang today as he was flown back fromthe South
African International D alogue held in Zi nmbabwe.

Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environment M nister Datuk Law H eng Di ng who
revealed this to the press today said there is a strong |likelihood that
the river is heavily polluted.

"I have directed the Departnent OF Environnment to investigate," he said.

Law earlier said State governnments will be asked to clean up one river
every year as part of a national schene to reduce pollution in rivers.

He said the matter will be brought up at the next neeting of State
environment ministers which will be held in Langkawi on Oct 21 in
conjunction with the National Environnent \Wek.

Law said the river rescue plan will probably becone reality under the
next five-year plan, the Eighth Malaysia Plan which is to begin in 2001.

He al so said the DCE will give inputs and assist the State Governnents
in the matter.

Asked who will bear the clean-up cost, he said this would be | ooked
i nto.
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