20 OCT 1999

AGONG CONGRATULATES NEWLY- ELECTED | NDONESI AN PRESI DENT

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 20 (Bernama) -- The Yang di-Pertuan Agong Sultan
Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah has sent a congratul atory nessage to Abdurrahnman
Wahi d who was el ected the new president of |Indonesia today.

According to a statenment by Wsnma Putra, the Yang di-Pertuan Agong
expressed confidence that under the | eadership of Abdurrahman, |ndonesia's
fourth president, the republic and people of Indonesia could devel op and
achi eve progress and prosperity in line with their wi shes and aspirations.

He al so hoped that with Abdurrahman's wi sdom the existing close ties
bet ween Mal aysi a and | ndonesi a woul d be further enhanced for mnutua
benefit.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, in his nessage to
Abdurrahman, said he was happy that the election process could be conducted
in a peaceful manner, in accordance with Indonesia's constitution

Dr Mahathir hoped that the existing close ties between Ml aysia and
I ndonesia could be further strengthened in the spirit of neighbourliness
for the benefit of both countries and the region

He al so prayed that Allah would gi ve Abdurrahman the strength and
pati ence in facing the various challenges in carrying out his duties in
| eadi ng the republic towards progress and prosperity in the new mllennium
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