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Mahat hi r - agro
AGRO SECTOR MUST BACK UP ECONOWY, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, June 11 (Bernamm) -- Ml aysia nust strive to achieve
greater excellence in research and devel opnent of new agricul tura
i ndustries fromprimary commodities and natural resources, Prine Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad sai d.

Devel opi ng new i ndustries fromthe country's rich natural resources
woul d assist in national industrialisation, he said.

At the same time, he said, devel oping new hi gh val ue products from
agricultural commodities as well as agricultural waste and by-products
woul d further inprove Malaysia's productivity and gl obal conpetitiveness.

Creating new markets for the products would assure the sector of
continued significant contribution to export earnings, he said in a nmessage
in the Third National Agricultural Policy paper

The agricultural "white paper,” which outlined policies through to
2010, was |l aunched by Agriculture Mnister Datuk Amar Dr Sul ai man Daud
Tuesday.

Copi es of the publication were nmade avail able to the public yesterday.

Dr Mahathir said increasing output of key food products woul d enhance
food security and enabl e Mal aysi ans better access to quality food at
af f ordabl e pri ces.

Achi evi ng excellence in agriculture would require human resource
devel opnent, especially in new and energi ng areas of agricultural science
as well as training professional farmnanagers to run |arge-scale
m xed-farmng enterprises.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnment had al ways provided the environment for
agricultural devel opnent to be private sector-driven and thus, the sector's
continued active participation was essenti al

He said the public sector would facilitate support services to the
private sector enterprises, farners and fishermen to achieve their business
and i nconme objecti ves.

"Li kewi se, state governments have to play a promnent role to support
private sector needs as land is under their purview " he added.
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