18/ 11/ 1999

Ah Lek confirms he will not be contesting

HUMAN Resour ces M ni ster Datuk Li mAh Lek yesterday confirmed that he will
not be contesting in the Novenber 29 general el ections, ending the
prol onged specul ati on about hi s deci sion.
Lim who is MCA deputy president and menber of Parlianent for Bentong,
said he has informed his decisionto Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad in writing.
As Pahang MCA chairman, he has al so submitted the |ist of candi dat es,
wi t hout his name, to MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik.
Speaki ng at a news conference after |aunching the Social Security
Or gani sati on school assistance schene in Kual a Lunpur yesterday, the
mnister said: "I want tolead asinplelife.. my wishis to spend nore
time with my famly."
Limsaid he has made up his nind toretire frompolitics despite being
asked by many peopl e i ncl udi ng t he MCA | eaders, Cabi net mnisters, people
in his constituency and trade uni ons, to reconsider his decision.
Asked whether he will reconsider his decisionif the Prime Mnister
wants himto stay, he said quietly: "I just want toretire... |'ve done
t he best for the people and the party."
He sai d he nowfeels confortabl e after serving for 25 years, including
10 years in the Cabinet, and it is tinme for himto "pass the batton to
sonmeone el se".
Li msai d his decision has got nothing to do with problens in the party.
He stressed that there is no problens or split within MCA and that he
regards Ling as his "twin" whomhe al ways works with in various MCA
proj ects.
"I't (his retirenent) has been planned since 1986. This is not an
overni ght or |ast-ninute decision," he added.
Limal so appeal s to the media not to make his retirenent an i ssue.
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