11/ 05/ 1999
Aid recovery efforts, youth | eaders urged

A. Devar aj

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
urged youth | eaders to assist the Government in its efforts to restore the
econony and to nmaintain solidarity and harnony.

He also told themto protect the country's system of denocracy and not
be influenced by the cultures of certain countries.

Dr Mahathir said this during a briefing on the current econom c and
political situation to | eaders of youth associations at the Putra Wrld
Trade Centre.

The briefing was foll owed by a short question-and-answer sessi on.

Anong t hose present were representatives of Majlis Belia Ml aysi a,
Angkatan Belia | sl am Mal aysia, Gerakan Belia 4B, Majlis Belia Felda,

Per sat uan Pengakap Mal aysi a and Young Mal aysi a Movenent.

Youth and Sports Mnister Tan Sri Mihyiddin Yassin, who was al so
present, said that the Prime Mnister explained the steps taken by the
Gover nnent t owards econom c recovery.

Muhyi ddi n said that there were about 100 representatives from20 youth
nmovenents at the briefing.

Anong i ssues Dr Mahathir discussed included the Governnment's stand on
t he proposed Hudud | aws.

Muhyi ddi n said that the neeting was an i nportant one as this was the
first time Dr Mahathir was neeting with youth novenent |eaders and
explaining to them first-hand, current issues facing the country.

"Normally they hear it froma third party. But this time, they heard it
fromthe Prime Mnister hinself and | believe it was a successful
meeting."

He added that the Prime Mnister also called for a cl oser working
relati onship between youth novenents and t he Governnent.

Muhyi ddi n al so said that Dr Mahat hir woul d | aunch the Youth Day
cel ebrati ons on Sat urday.
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