10/ 07/ 1999

Al catel to make nation hub for S-E Asia

ALCATEL CI' T, France's tel ecomuni cations giant, plans to set up an
engi neering and techni cal services centre inthe Miltinmedi a Super Corri dor
(MSC) as part of plans to make Mal aysia its Sout h- East Asian hub.
I'ts chai rman and chi ef executive officer Manuel Cordillo said Al catel,
whi ch has a maj or tel econmuni cati ons equi pnment manufacturing facility in
Penang, also intends to forma new corporation inthe country to oversee
the needs of its South-East Asian operations.
"We plan to set up the conpany by next nonth," he told reporters after
meeting Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad on t he sidel i nes of
the MSC I nternational Advisory Panel neeting in Cyberjaya yesterday.
The engineering centre, to be staffed by about 40 engineers, will be set
up in the next four to five nonths but thereis nointentionto noveits
Penang operations to the MSC, Gordill o said.
He declined to reveal the anobunt of investment involved, but said the
conpany wi ||l nmake a detail ed announcenent soon.
"Since we are already investing a lot in Ml aysia, we need not start
fromscratch in terms of investment for the centre.
"I't (the amount of investnent) will depend very nmuch on the | ocation for
our new centre. After this summer, we will announce t he decision," he
sai d.
On his neetingwith the Prime M nister, Gordill o said he was i npressed
with the progress achi eved by the MSC.
"He (Dr Mahat hir) has managed to create a wi nning team | amabsolutely
convinced that he is going to bring a lot of good to the country.
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