12/ 09/ 1999
Al'l BN nenbers told to ensure win for coalition

Ram an Sai d
KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Barisan Nasional nenbers should ensure victory for
the coalition in the general election regardless of party affiliation.

BN chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said today that this
represented the Barisan Nasional spirit.

"W work to ensure the victory of the coalition and not only the
candi date. They can cone fromany of the conponent parties, but to us, the
only face we see is the dacing (BN logo)," he said at a |luncheon with
Federal Territory BN | eaders and nenbers at Wsma PGRM

Dr Mahathir was confident that the FT Umo woul d ensure a BN victory in
seats contested by conponent parties in the Federal capital.

"I amsure the same goes for other conponent parties which will rally
behind Umo in seats it will be contesting," he said to applause fromthe
crowd.

He sai d conponent parties should not wait for candidates to be naned
before preparing for the polls.

The Prime M nister said nothing woul d be done if everyone - the
conmponent parties, incunbents and aspirants - were to wait for candi dates
to be identified before activating their el ection nmachinery.

He said if all were to co-operate and get to know the el ectorate, the BN
could wi n convi nci ngly.

Tracing the events leading to the creation of the BN 25 years ago and
how it had created a successful fornula based on power sharing anmong the
various races, Dr Mahathir said:

"The Qpposition parties are nowtrying to enulate the BN but they are
dooned to fail because their objectives are not just different but
opposi ng. "

He said while the DAP wanted to create a Mal aysian Mal aysia, Pas was
determned to set up an Islanmic State.

Parti Rakyat Malaysia, with its socialist ideology, had been rejected by
Mal aysi ans, he added.

Parti Keadil an Nasional, he said, was set up to chanpion the cause of
one person who, after being with the BN for 17 years, now cl ai med the
Gover nnent was unj ust foll ow ng his sacking.

"We all know about imtation goods ... the quality is inferior.

"It is the sanme with the Opposition coalition which is set up only to
face the general election.

"This differs fromthe BN whi ch has been in existence for 25 years - no
matter whether there are el ections or not."

Dr Mahathir said the BN was created and strengt hened upon the
wi | lingness of all sides to share power.

Earlier, at the opening of the Titiwangsa Umo building i n Desa Pandan,
Dr Mahathir said the party had to remain strong so that it could continue
to play its role in the devel opnment of the country.

No one, he said, could deny the contributions of the party in the
country's progress.

The party president said Umo was not established to enable nenbers to
obtai n posts or becone wealthy but to bring progress to the country so
that it could be on par with devel oped nati ons.

Dr Mahathir said so far, the party had managed to fulfil its
responsibility, judging fromrapid devel opment in the country.

"Many foreigners who have seen the rapid transformation taking place
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