17/ 03/ 1999

Al'l forms of censorship will be renpbved, says MDC head

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Al forms of Internet censorship, including the
requi rement for cybercafes to register their users, will be renoved,

Mul ti medi a Devel opment Cor porati on executive chairman Tan Sri Dr O hnman
Yeop Abdul | ah said today.

"Many in the industry see the requirement to register cybercafe users as
a formof Internet censorship,” Ghman said at a Press conference called
torefute clains in an article in an Anerican busi ness nmagazi ne about the
MSC.

In the Bill of GQuarantees under the MSC, the Governnent had agreed not
to i npose, anobng others, any censorship or |licensing of Internet usage.

O hman said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad decided to
direct the Housing and Local Government Mnistry to withdraw the
instruction to register all cybercafe users after he was briefed on the
concerns of MSC conpani es | ast week.

"Energy, Comunications and Multinmedia M nister Datuk Leo Mdggie will be
maki ng a statenent soon on the matter."

O hman said while the Internet itself would not be censored, the present
| aws coul d be used to nmake the down-1oadi ng and di sseni nati on of unl awf ul
mat eri al and of f ence.

"When we say there is no censorship, it nmeans the Governnment will not
i ntervene any accessing or transm ssion of the Internet. The noment you
downl oad and di sseninate any material, you will then be governed by
existing |l aws," he expl ai ned.

In Decenber |ast year, Housing and Local Government M nister Datuk Dr
Ti ng Chew Peh announced that all cybercafes must register their custoners
or risk losing their permts.

The directive, Ting said, was issued to all State Governnents on Dec 3,
making it mandatory for all cybercafes to nmaintain a register containing
details of a custoner's nane, identity card nunber and home address.
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