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By: Shafiqul Bashar

DHAKA, Feb 26 (Bernamm) -- Al is set for the holding of the second
summt of the group of eight Islamc devel oping countries (D-8) on March 1
and 2 here.

Four heads of governnent would participate at the summit of the D-8
which is ainmed at reinforcing cooperation anong a core group of Islamc
countries by way of joint projects to lift the livelihood of the people
withinit.

Menbers of the D8 include Iran, Bangl adesh, Egypt, |ndonesia,

Mal aysi a, Paki stan, N geria and Turkey.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad woul d | eave for the
summ t on Sunday.

The ot her heads of governnment include President Sul eynan Denirel of
Turkey, Prine Mnister Nawaz Sharif of Pakistan and the host country's
Prime M nister Shei kh Hasi na Waj ed.

Iran woul d be represented by its first vice-president Dr Hassan Habi bi,
I ndonesia by its Mnister for People's Wlfare and Poverty Eradication
Haryano Suyono and Egypt by its Mnister of Foreign Affairs Anre M Moussa.

Launched in June 1997 in Istanbul as a project-oriented organisation,
the D-8 has al ready made headway by successfully devel opi ng a prototype
light agricultural aircraft, a project |ed by Turkey.

Mal aysia, entrusted with the task of devel oping and pronoting Islamc
banki ng and i nsurance anong nenber countries, has already established a
takaful or Islamc insurance joint venture with Indonesia.

As a result, it has been asked to present a paper on the retakaful or
I slami c reinsurance business at the Dhaka summt.

Meanwhi |l e, the D-8 Commi ssion, the executive organ of the grouping
conposed of senior officials of its menber countries, began a two-day
nmeeti ng Thursday to prepare the agenda and the draft of the Dhaka
Decl aration to be adopted by the sumit.

The Conmission is expected to conplete work on the agenda and the draft
decl aration Friday which would be finalised by the council of mnisters.

The council conprising foreign mnisters of the D 8 countries, neets
here Saturday to approve the agenda and the draft declaration.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Syed Hamid Al bar is expected to arrive in Dhaka
|ate tonight the attend the comm ssioners neeting. - - BERNAVA
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