10 NOV 1999
Shariff-El ection
ALLOCATI ON OF BN SEATS I N PULAU Pl NANG REMAI NS THE SAME, SAYS SHARI FF

PULAU PI NANG, Nov 10 (Bernama) -- The allocation of parliamentary and
state seats for Barisan Nasional (BN) conponents parties to contest in the
next general election will remain the sane.

State BN deputy chairman Dat uk Mohaned Shariff Orar said today the
current allocation would be maintained because it was a collective
agreement reached | ong ago.

Pul au Pinang has 11 parlianmentary and 33 state seats.

In the last general election, Umo contested 12 state and four
parlianmentary seats, Gerakan, 11 state and four parlianentary seats, MCA
nine state and three parlianmentary seats and M C, one state seat.

Shariff told reporters after chairing the state BN neeting, here, that
there was no reason to change this arrangenent as the understandi ng anong
t he BN conponents was to ensure BN s victory.

He said the opposition parties in the state would take a severe beating
in this comng el ection because of the glaring confusion within their pact
and their weak el ection machinery.

Shariff, who is also Deputy Chief Mnister, said the state BN s
el ecti on nmachi nery was prepared fromthe begi nning and woul d ensure t hat
t he BN government was returned to power to ensure the wellbeing of the
peopl e.

"There are three major factors that favour a BN victory in this
election -- the governnent's efforts to revive the country's econony which
have been successful, the budget tabled recently which shows that the
government gives priority to the people's welfare and the opposition pact
which is in disarray,"” he said.

On the challenge fromKeAdil an, Shariff said the party could not face
the el ection because it did not have an efficient el ection machinery.

"They are only giving ceramah jointly organised in certain areas,"” he
sai d.

Prime Mnister atuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad t oday announced t hat
Parliament will be dissolved tonorrow to pave the way for the country's
10t h general election
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