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AVBASSADOR GHAZZALI BLASTS AT US MEDI A FOR | GNORANCE From Sal ny Hashim

WASHI NGTON, May 5 (Bernama) -- Ml aysi an Anbassador to the United
States, Datuk Ghazzali Shei kh Abdul Khalid, Tuesday responded to a stinging
Washi ngton Post's editorial on Ml aysia.

Hs letter, which was carried by the Post Tuesday, rejected the daily's
claimthat Malaysia' s econony "was stuck in reverse" by pointing out recent
figures by nultilateral organisations and securities houses which project
positive growh for Malaysia in the next couple of years.

The editorial headlined "Mahathir's Di sgrace" which appeared on April
19, slammed Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanmad and the Ml aysi an
judiciary, while supporting forner deputy prinme mnister and finance
m ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimand his "liberal"” econom c ideas.

The Post al so predicted that Parti Keadilan Nasional |ed by Anwar's
wife Datin Seri Dr Wan Azizah Ismail, which took to the streets to protest
Anwar's arrest and conviction, wuld be the wave of Ml aysia's future.

In reply, Ghazzali said: "The chief architect of Ml aysia' s progress
and devel opnent for 18 years" has been the government led by Prine Mnister
Mahat hir and of which Anwar had been a prom nent nenber from 1982 until
Sept ember 1998. "

The achi evenents of the Ml aysian governnent had been recogni sed by
many and Malaysia is the only country to have fornul ated a conprehensive
econom ¢ recovery plan .

"By all accounts this plan has proven to be effective,” Ghazzali said.

On the judicial process, Ghazzali said: " The facts speak for
t hensel ves: The case is the longest in Malaysia's |legal history, held over
78 days with 44 witnesses called to testify for the prosecution and
defence; M Anwar was represented by nine |lawers of his own choosing; the
heari ng was open to the public, as well as to foreign observers and nedi a;
the trial was reported verbatimby the international and |ocal nedia; and
t he judgenent ran to 394 pages."”

Clearly, the trial had gone through the due process of the law, and the
principles of natural justice were steadfastly upheld at all times, the
anbassador said in a letter dated April 20, which was heavily edited by the
Washi ngt on Post .

"The fact that M Anwar's wife, Wan Azi zah, has been able to forma
political party to pronote her political agenda is a testinony to the
vi brancy and vitality of Malaysia's denocratic system"” CGhazzali said.

Meanwhi |l e, The New York Tinmes carried an op-ed piece titled "Malaysia's
Low Tide" witten by Anwar fromhis jail cell which appeared a day after he
was found guilty of corruption and sentenced to six years in prison.

Anwar described Mahathir as a "power-crazed prine mnister"” determ ned
to block the tide of reform Anwar clainmed that he was denolished and
accused of being a "Cl A agent” and a "puppet of Washington" so that "Dr
Mahat hir's slide from power could be stopped.™

"l becane dangerous because as Finance Mnister | would not do Dr
Mahat hir's 'business as usual' and as a politician | had w despread support
for my work toward denocracy and civil society,” Anwar wote.

Anbassador Ghazzali responded to the article by saying that the op-ed
piece "is a display of frustration by a man who by his own follies failed
to become prime mnsiter and now chooses to lay the blame on others."

Despite his disdain for the Ml aysian judiciary, Anwar had not
hesitated to sue the governnment, the prinme mnister, and the Ml aysi an



medi a. And the courts favoured Anwar when they granted an injuction agai nst
the public airing of any statenents about his alleged sexual m sconduct,
Gnhazzal i said.

"M Anwar's econom c renedies inspired by the International Monetary
Fund aggravated the country's economnmi c downturn. However, the governnent's
recovery measures had reversed the damage done by Anwar and put Mal aysia
back on the path of steady growth," the anbassador wote.

The New York Tinmes in an article on "How d obali sm Rui ned an Asi an
Success Story" described Anwar's portrayal of Dr Mahathir as "sinplistic.”

"Political analysts here said Dr Mahathir m xes populist, anti-Wstern
rhetoric with a sophisticated understandi ng of the global econony. Even
critics credit himfor fashioning a harnoni ous country out of a conbustible
m xture of Mal ays, ethnic Chinese and Indians.

"Li kewi se, M Anwar is no helpless victim Analysts describe himas a
skilled and even ruthless politician who did not hesitate to hand out his
share of plum government contracts to solidify his power base. M Anwar has
honed hi s i mage overseas, through a network of Western-style spin doctors,"”
the New York Tinmes wote.
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