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Aneri cans need to be educated about their own country

Har dev Kaur

THE US Congress sub committee hel d a Kangaroo court, allegedly to "educate
t he Anerican public" about Ml aysia. The topic of the "hearing" was,

"Mal aysi a: Assessing the Mahat hir Agenda”

Whi | e not many Ameri cans know very much about the rest of the world -
only some 10 per cent of Americans have an international passport - they
do need to be educated about the rest of the world. But equally, Americans
need to be educated about their own country.

Mal aysia after all is a small devel opi ng country, just south of Thail and
and north of Singapore. Thus, the Congress sub-conmittee found it
essential to "educate" their fell ow Aneri cans about a devel opi ng country
that is being ruled by a Prinme Mnister who is a thorn in their side does
not do their bidding.

But while any attenpt to educate the uneducated and ignorant is a noble
gesture, it is inportant that those who are bei ng "educated" are given the
correct information and those who undertake the task of educating do so
sincerely and not provide half truths and m sinformation. A greater

di sservice is done by the "educators" if they choose to deliberately teach
t he wong things and provide totally nmisconstrued and wong "facts".

Even as Anericans are bei ng "educat ed" about a devel opi ng country that
lies on the opposite side of the globe, it is equally inportant that
Congr ess educat e Ameri cans about their own country and the failings of
their own Governnent. There are nmany issues that Anericans need

enl i ghtennment and educati on on.

The US, which continues to preach to the rest of the world on a host of

i ssues - human rights, |abour, the environment, freedomof information
trade liberalisation - is guilty of not signing, acceding or ratifying
some 150 i nternati onal agreenents including several human rights protocols
and conventions. Sonme of these protocol s had been hamered out and agreed
to decades ago

The US continues to use its nmuscle and "crowbar", to use Carla Hll, the
former US Trade Secretary words, to prise open markets. The USregul arly
i nsi sts upon t here bei ng transparency, but Washi ngton itsel f has numerous
restrictions and barriers in place and in the way of the free fl ow of
goods and | abour.

It may cone as a surprise to nmany - perhaps even to those who took part

i n the Kangaroo Court which tried Mal aysia | ast week - that WAshi ngton
has, anpng others, not ratified the Protocol anending the Internationa
Convention relating to Econonmic Statistics which was signed in Geneva on
Decenber 14 1928

The Mal aysi an Gover nnent has been accused of "controlling" the nedi a.

The US first amendnent is often quoted to prove the freedomaccorded to
the press. It may thus cone as a surprise to many that with regard to

i nternational "Freedomof Information", the US has yet toratify, or
accede the "Convention on the International Right of Correction".

The US, which preaches human rights to the rest of the world, is yet to
ratify at | east eight conventions and protocols relating to human rights.
These include the "Convention on the Elinmination of All Forns of

Di scrim nation Agai nst Wonen"; I nternational Convention agai nst Apartheid
in Sports; International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of A
M grant Wirkers and Menbers of their Families".

Intrying to "educate" Anericans about Ml aysi a, Ral ph Boyce, the Deputy



Assi stant Secretary of State for East Asia and Pacific Affairs told the
sub-comi ttee of "our fundanental val ues". Mal aysia is an i ndependent
nation with its own [ aws and denocratically el ected government. It has its
own "fundanmental val ues" and has no intention or plans to followthe "US
fundanent al val ues".
Anot her "educator"”, Linda Lim a Singaporean, clained that "hot noney"
was fueling the stock market and added that Mal aysia "remains | argely
shunned by | onger term  val ue i nvestors'".
Wth the | evy i nposed on short termnoney, why woul d i nvestors bringin
"hot noney" or short termfunds and pay the 30 per cent tax to take the
nmoney out? Since Februrary 15, 1999 sonme RMB billion made their way into
Mal aysi a. The fact that funds are conming in despite the | evy, shows that
these are long terminvestments and certainly not "hot nmoney" as Lim
cl ai ned.
British Tel econs, and a nunber of other world renowned and recogni sed
nanes, have i ncreased their investnents i n Mal aysi a and t hese are not
short termand are certainly | onger term"val ue i nvestors". Foreign direct
i nvestors have not been di scouraged by the sel ective capital controls as
Li mwoul d have nenbers of the sub-committee believe.
Much of the information that was provided at the "hearing" was bi ased
and reflected a | ack of understandi ng of the actual situation in the
country and the | atest devel opnents.
The npst bal anced testinobny to the sub-committee was the witten
statenent by Ernest Z. Bower, President of the US Association of South-
East Asi an Nati ons Busi ness Council, who was i n Kual a Lunpur recently and
spent a week here. But unfortunately he was not in the conmttee chanber
to answer any questions that nmay have arisen.
No Mal aysi an was invited, even though the main i ssue was Malaysia. Is it
because it was assuned that Mal aysi ans do not know t heir own country and
that others are better infornmed about Ml aysia. One cannot but suspect
that it was a session to "misinforn and not "educate" as the conmittee
cl ai med.
The testinony of Douglas H Paal, director of the Asia Pacific Policy
Centre and a former National Security Council's Asian Affairs senior
director was perhaps by far the nost biased.
In his testinmony, Paal recomended that "for the next several years ...
the US maintain a correct, but cool relationship with the Mahathir
Governnent,"” adding that "His (Dr Mahathir) age and t he underlying soci a
and political turbul ence of Mal aysi a suggest broadeni ng t he base of
Anerican contacts and i nterests in that country agai nst the probability of
significant political change".
He spoke of "massive denontrations in the streets of Ml aysia”
"controls that were i nposed on t he sane day he (Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim
was sacked" and of "the tendency to focus on our (Amercian) |evels of
crinme or social problens which has | eft a distorted i nage anong many in
Mal aysi a".
The average Mal aysian is certainly better informed about the US than the
average Anerican i s about Mal aysi a. The "education" that Paal and his
"t eam provided Armericans has definitely given their own countrynen an
even nore "distorted i nage" about Mal aysi a.
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