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AVERI CAN MUSLI M5 EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER S| TUATI ON | N MALAYSI A

By: Am n Husai ni Harun

NEW YORK, Sept 28 (Bernama) -- The Anerican Mislim Council (AMC) hopes
to forge closer cooperation with its Ml aysian counterpart in bringing
about greater progress of Muslinms in Malaysia and the United States.

A seven- nenber del egation of the council who net Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad here Monday brought up the issue of closer
cooperati on and understandi ng between the two communities.

Dr Mahathir is here on a four-day visit to New York since Sunday where
he will address the United Nations CGeneral Assenbly on Wednesday.

AMC president Nazir U Khaja told Malaysian nedia after the neeting that
they had frank and candid discussion with Dr Mahathir especially the | atest
situation pertaining to the Anwar | brahi mcase.

Khaj a said Anerican Miuslinms were concerned about the case and wanted to
know the truth after reading so nmuch about it fromthe western nedia.

He said American Muslinms were concerned over the fallout between two
Muslim | eaders in Malaysia as it could retard progress of a Muslimcountry.
The nmeeting with Dr Mahathir, said Khaja had enabled the AMC to get
first hand informations about the independence of the Ml aysian judiciary
and freedomfor the nedia after so nuch were reported by the western nedia.

"We are now able to nake our own conclusion. W can then play a role in
hel pi ng Mal aysia in di ssem nating bal anced and correct informations to the
Muslims and ot her society in the United States,” he said.

Khaja said the AMC mi ght also send a fact-finding teamto Malaysia to
obtain further informations so that American Miuslinms would be able to get
the true picture of the situation.

He said the AMC had been reassured by Dr Mahathir that Ml aysia woul d
not falter in her progress towards devel opnment and that Ml aysia woul d
continue to ensure the independence of its judiciary.

The AMC is representing the six to seven million Miuslinms in the US
whose voice are now being heard nore and nore and gradual | y bei ng
recogni sed by the authorities here.
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