18/ 11/ 1999
A nmeticul ous process indeed in the selection of Barisan candi dates

Ram an Sai d
THE cl osel y-guarded secret concerning the "who and where" of the genera
election is likely to be known today.

For the Barisan Nasional, it is understood that the final |ist, together
with the letters authorising the candi dates to contest under the
coalition's banner, will be handed over to Menteris Besar, Chief
M nisters, Umo State |iaison chiefs and conponent party | eaders.

They will be responsible for inform ng the candi dates and naki ng the
necessary announcemnents.

The opposition Alternative Front has also conpleted its list. One of its
menbers, Parti Keadilan Nasional, held its suprenme council meeting at
Menara Marinara yesterday for a "final" |look at its candi dates.

A Menteri Besar said he was waiting for the call fromthe Prine
M nister's Departrment for him"to cone and collect" the |ist of candidates
for his State.

For three strai ght days, Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad
and senior party officials were huddled in the Prime Mnister's Departnent
wor ki ng on the list of candi dates.

A source said yesterday's neeting centred on the candi dacy of severa
Menteris Besar who are expected to contest parlianmentary seats or be
dr opped.

They are Mal acca Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Abu Zahar Isnin, Perak
Menteri Besar Tan Sri Ramli Ngah Talib, Terengganu Menteri Besar Wan
Mokht ar Ahmad and Negri Senbilan Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mohamad | sa Sanad.

Assisting the Prime Mnister were nenbers of the party's politica
bureau conprising vice-presidents Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi and
Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, treasurer Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n and secretary-
general Tan Sri Khalil Yaacob.

Anot her source said the process of finalising the list was being done
more "thoroughly” this time. Even the background of candi dates were
scrutini sed and addi ti onal information sought.

The sel ection process was so meticul ous that those involved had to keep
up a frenetic pace the past few days - shuttling back and forth from
Putrajaya to official engagenents already schedul ed earlier.

I n between di scussi ons yesterday, Abdullah, who is al so Home M nister,
rushed to Cheras to attend a general election briefing for State police
chi efs.

Naj i b, who was scheduled to attend a BN Pekan neeting this afternoon,
cancelled his trip. On Tuesday norning, he took only 30 minutes to
announce the 1999 Primary School Assessnent Test results in Shah Al am
before hurrying off to Putrajaya.

Al t hough the lists of candi dates have been subnitted to Dr Mahathir
since Monday by State Umo |iaison chiefs and conponent party | eaders, the
| ast-m nut e | obbyi ng conti nues.

A steady streamof politicians are said to have converged at the
of ficial residence of Abdullah in Jalan Bellany in the last two nights,
hoping for a chance to neet the Deputy Prinme M nister

Not only aspiring candi dates were seen there but al so the i ncunbents,
showi ng that no one was quite sure this tinme around on whether they would
be picked to contest.

Dr Mahathir yesterday al so net key BN party | eaders to discuss the
coalition's nmanifesto.



Anong the BN | eaders who attended the neeting at Putrajaya were MCA
president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik, MC president Datuk Seri S. Sany
Vel | u and PBDS presi dent Datuk Leo Mggie.
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