12 APR 1999
Ham d- Maal Hijrah
"UNITY AMONG THE UMVAH BRI NGS SUCCESS', MAAL H JRAH THEME

KUALA LUMPUR, April 12 (Bernama) -- "Unity Anong the Ummah Brings
Success" is the theme for this year's Maal Hjrah celebration to be held on
Sat ur day.

Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Paduka Dr Abdul Ham d
O hman said today the Yang di-Pertuan Agong, Tuanku Ja'afar, was schedul ed
to launch the national -1evel celebration at StadiumPutra Bukit Jalil.

Raj a Permai suri Agong Tuanku Naji hah, Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad and his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali, are
expected to be present.

Dr Abdul Hamid told reporters here that the thene was chosen in view of
the inmportance of unity in the country to continue with the devel opnment
agenda for the prosperity of the society.

This year's cel ebrati on was expected to be nerry |ike previous years
al t hough the country still experienced an econom c sl owdown, he said.

A total of 10,000 to 12,000 people conprising enpl oyees fromthe
government, private sector and statutory bodi es, undergraduates and nmenbers
of the public fromaround the Klang Vall ey are expected to participate in
t he assenbly during which the Tokoh Maal Hijrah woul d be announced.

The award is the highest honour bestowed on a Muslim |l eader for his
services in devel oping and pronpbting Islamin the country.

The wi nner will receive RMB0, 000 cash fromthe Ml aysi an government,
RVRO, 000 from Yayasan Ubaidi, a plaque, nedal and certificate.

Various events will be held in conjunction with the cel ebration. They
i nclude the reading of the yasin and tahlil at Masjid Negara on Friday and
t hree-day exhibition and international conference at the Malaysian Islanic
Arts Miseum from Thur sday.

Earlier, Dr Abdul Ham d received business zakat anounting to RW2, 762
from Maybank Berhad and RM74, 000 from RHB Bank Berhad on behal f of the
Federal Territory Islamc Religious Council.

Maybank was represented by its Islamc Banking Division head, NNk Najib
Husi n, and RHB Bank by its Islam c Banking Departnent senior general
manager, Raja Shahrul N zar Raja Abdul Aziz.
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