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An opera diva totally devoted to her art

Pratap Paraneswar an

| T HELPS when an artist has natural talent. And it's a sheer delight if
she has beauty as well. Chinese soprano Ying Huang definitely has both.
After first captivating audi ences around the world with her

i nternational debut in Madame Butterfly, the Shanghai -born Yi ng Huang has
si nce enbarked upon a career in the international scene.

And her stage recently included Enerald Bay at Pangkor Laut | sl and.

Consi dered as one of the nobst prom sing young concert and operatic
artists in the profession, 29-year old Ying Huang was part of the
repertoire at YTL Corp Bhd's Concert of Celebration '98 in conjunction
with the group's 43rd anni versary.

It also featured tenor Warren Mok and flautist Andrea Grinminelli, and
was acconpani ed by The Orchestra Internazionale D Italia - which included
twenty-two nenbers of the Kuala Lunpur Synphony Orchestra - conducted by
Paul Mann.

The concert, which was graced by the presence of Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad and his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah, was al so
held in conjunction with the official opening of the exclusive Mrina Bay
Est at es at Pangkor Laut island devel oped by YTL Hotels and Properties
headed by M Mark Yeoh.

The opera diva nanaged to find tinme amid a busy schedul e of rehearsals
to talk to Business Tinmes during her stay at Pangkor Laut.

How does she explain her dramatic rise to international stardomin such
a short period of tinme? Has it gone to her head?

"In Asia there is this traditional concept of destiny and that is really
what had happened to nme. If it belongs to you, it belongs to you ... |
believe in destiny and a | ot of things happen because of destiny," said
Yi ng Huang.

"And | also believe | had the faith and talent. And the opportunity,"”
said the opera diva

Qpportunity arrived when she was chosen out of 200 other hopefuls to
portray the ill-fated geisha Co-Co-San in Frederic Mtterrand's film
versi on of Madane Butterfly in 1996

Butterfly is a 15-year ol d Japanese virgin whose arranged marriage to an
Anmerican naval officer tenporarily stationed in Nagasaki, is seen as a
sham by everyone but her.

Al t hough abandoned, Ci o-Ci o-San never | oses hope that he will return one
day as she rai ses the son he never knew.

Musi ¢ director James Conl on was on the verge of giving up hope of

finding the right voice until he heard Ying Huang on a vi deo-tape made of
her at a Paris conmpetition.

"A ravi shing coloratura voice, a young, pure, unruined voice ..." was
how Conl on descri bed her voice, although Ying Huang had never sung an
entire opera before.

Yi ng Huang al so sings Western nusic |ike a Westerner.

She had opted to specialise in Western nusic and studi ed Handel, Mzart,
Rossini at the age of 18 when attendi ng the highly accl ai mred Shangha
Conservatory of Misic.

Wth a new generation of young professional and tal ented opera singers
and nusicians fromall over the world, especially in Europe, providing a
hi ghly conpetitive environment profession, the only option for Asians to
break into the fold is "to be better than them and work harder", she sai d.



Her recipe for success? "I have to remnd nyself to be strict,
det erm ned, disciplined and professional.
Appreci ative of what she currently has, Ying Huang is set on her

anbitions. "I amgoing to devote ny life to the arts and nusic and be a
fine artist... that is the nost inportant...l do not want to be a shooting
star."

Since noving to the West from China four years ago, Ying Huang has
perforned in sone of the najor opera centres around the world, including
wi th the Col ogne Phil harnmonic, and the London, Boston, Houston and Chi cago
Synphony Orchestras.
Has Madane Butterfly changed her life after catapulting her onto
i nternational stardon? "There is trenendous pressure and many people are
jeal ous of you...it can be stressful...but there are also a | ot of
opportunities,"” she admts.
Opportunities to devel op her nusical abilities, foreign | anguages and
the culture of different |ands.
Meditation helps as well as an inherent ability to remain strong when
times are tough, a characteristic, she adds, which is also found i n Madane
Butterfly's C o-Ci o-San
"I was CGo Co San. | identified nmyself with her...part of ny character
is very, very simlar to her. After the novie all the crewon the film
came up to ne and told nme that too," she said.
Asi an wonen, according to Ying Huang, have the sane cul tural background,
interns of their roots, nentality, way of expression and bearing.
"W have it inside us, said "China's steel butterfly for the 90s' as one
revi ewer terned Ying Huang.
However, even a person as strong as she is have their nonents of
vul nerabilities.
"Al though I am nmuch nore experienced and matured, | realise it is much
more difficult nowto be alone in a foreign country without ny famly...to
| eave home and be travelling all the tinme," she said.
"It isalonely Iife on the road nost of the tinme and not many peopl e
understand. People only tend to see the crowds around you and the
flowers... you have to face the | oneliness by yourself," she said.
Havi ng seen nmuch of the world of fanous artists in the [ ast few years
al one, Ying Huang is perhaps well-suited to know that they may not
necessarily be perfect beings as well.
"I would like to be a great artist and al so a nice human being. | do
benefit concerts for charity but it is not enough ...," she said.
Ying Huang is al so keen on being part of a mssion pronoting an East -
West rnusi cal exchange which she epitom ses - a Chinese artist performng
Eur opean nmusic as part of her repertoire and bringing it to Asian
audi ences.
Perhaps that would be a fitting encore for a remarkable journey in the
life of a diva whose early chil dhood was spent watching opera novies in a
| anguage whi ch she did not understand but was felt to be her "inspiration"
and | ater to be her destiny.

( END)
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