28/ 03/ 1999
An open letter to YB Osu Sukam

Ahmad A. Talib

DEAR Dat uk Osu Haji Sukam | nmust first of all congratulate you for the
Bari san Nasional's fine showing in this nonth's State el ection. | nust

al so congratul ate you for being appointed the 12th Chief M nister of
Sabah, a position you now hold in the 50th year of your life.

God Al mi ghty has been kind to you, as have the voters of Sabah. You nust
have a special feeling of the voters of Kawang. You won with a majority of
2,213 votes, beating Datuk Ariah Tengku Ahmad of Parti Bersatu Sabah. This
nmust have been a sweet victory indeed.

Your record shows you have done very well. You first contested in
Kawang, the same constituency, in 1985 on an Usno ticket. Your first
adventure into State politics al nost produced a win, having lost to
Wenches B. Lajingah of PBS by only 199 votes.

But in the 1986 general election, you stood as a BN candidate in the
parlianentary seat of Papar and won with a majority of 206 votes agai nst
James Haji Chani @Ebi, an | ndependent.

Your other victories were in 1990 (BN-Papar); 1994 (BN Kawang); and
April 1995 (BN- Papar).

Such a fine record nmust have done everyone proud, but then you had a
| ong tutelage which started when you began work as an admi ni stration
officer in the State Mnistry of Devel opnment and I ndustry in 1972,

Your subsequent exposure to adm nistrative work hel ped to propel you to
bi gger responsibilities.

Whi ch was why in May 1994 you were made M nister of Land and Co-
operative Devel opnent in the Federal Cabinet.

When you returned to Sabah, it was an open secret that you were being
groomed to |l ook after the State in a very senior position. Hence, your
present post.

You nust have received nunerous congratul atory letters after the fine,
if not altogether surprising big win, in the election. You nust have
contributed to that win in many ways and your voters now expect you to
deliver on all your prom ses.

| suppose that's only fair. As in all elections, prom ses are nade as
candi dates canvass for support. You' re no different. Because of the
rotation systemin Sabah, you will have to start working out a practica
progranme that your successor can conti nue.

You personally will have two years to inplenent workabl e projects, or
| ay the foundation that your successors can build on. This nmeans cl ose
consul tation between you and nmenbers of your Cabinet.

| hope you will not build a wall around you that may nmake it difficult
for the rakyat to neet you. W often hear that politicians seeking votes
are easier to neet than after they becone a Mnister.

| hope this is not true in your case. But perhaps you can tell nenbers
of your teamthat winning an election is only half the job - they nust
fulfil the trust of their voters, they nust help realise the dreans of the
ordinary fol k who endorsed t heir candi daci es.

Yang Berhormat, the voting folk are not asking for the noon. They only
want good roads, basic anmenities such as electricity and pi ped water,
decent schools and good health facilities.

On arecent trip to Sabah, | saw that the road to Kiulu was in bad shape
- sone parts had caved in, reducing the road to only one | ane.

This is unforgivable. The BNwill not likely winin Kiuluif nothing is



done to inprove living conditions.

YB, I"'msure you realise that you are the CM of the whol e of Sabah, not
just your constituency. The people of Sabah expect | eadership, notivation,
exenpl ary behavi our and vision fromyou.

You' ve benefited fromthe vision at the Federal level, and nowit's tine
for you to translate this at the State |level. Your predecessors nmay have
made a few mistakes in their tinme, and you are expected to rectify them

Two years is not a long time for you to make an inpact at the highest
| evel in Sabah, but it is enough to cause your ruin if you fail to heed
t he words of the rakyat.

Once again, | wish you all the best as you settle down to your new job.
I don't think you'll have rmuch of a honeynoon in the com ng weeks since
there's nounting specul ati on of a general el ection.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad has until April next year
to call for one and I'msure he'll be relying on you to deliver sufficient
seats for the BN in the Dewan Rakyat.

( END)
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