12/ 03/ 1999

Anwar's RMLOOm | ibel suit: Sun files defence

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Sun Medi a Corporation Sdn Bhd today filed its
statenment of defence against the RMLOO million |ibel suit brought by Datuk
Seri Anwar |brahim

Its statement was filed through the law firmof V. Siva and Partners at
the High Court (civil division) registry at Wsma Denmark in Jal an Anpang.

Anwar filed the suit on Jan 26 agai nst Sun Media for publishing an
article in the tabloid The Sun on Sept 23 | ast year which highlighted the
Press conference given by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad
and carried the headline Anwar's behavi our despi cabl e: PM

The report in question was published in Page 2.

Inits statenment of defence, Sun Media admtted that it published the
words that Anwar found to be contentious on the ground that it was "an
occasion of qualified privilege."

Moreover, the words were a fair and accurate report or sunmmary of the
Prime Mnister's Press conference, it said.

Sun Media said it published the Prine Mnister's statenent because it
was the legal, noral and /or social duty of the defendant to publish the
Prime Mnister's words in its newspapers.

"Readers had a legitimate interest to receive the information thus
conveyed, " it said.

On Anwar's contention that the words conpl ai ned of were published
"falsely and maliciously,"” Sun Media stated the conplaint was "oti ose".

On the Prine Mnister's purpose at the Press conference, Sun Medi a
stated that it was to explain the reasons behind Anwar's di sm ssal and why
protests agai nst the disnissal were misconceived, and why the plaintiff
had been arrested.

"It was the Prime Mnister's public duty to give this explanation,” Sun
Medi a said. "The public had a corresponding interest to hear their Prine
M ni ster's expl anation.”

Li kewi se, it was the duty of the nedia to convey that explanation, it
sai d.

The transcript of the Prine Mnister's Press conference and questions
rai sed by journalists were also included in the 88-page statenent of
def ence.

Sun Medi a contended that Anwar's suit was "wholly m sconceived" and
asked the court to dismss it with costs.

( END)
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