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And there was television ...

Saj ahan Waheed

DURING a trip to Thailand in the early 1960s, Malaysia's first Prime

M ni ster, Tunku Abdul Rahman, brought home a "souvenir"” that was to change
the lives of Ml aysi ans sonmewhat .

He had noted "how easily Thai citizens had taken to television". Upon
his return, he deliberated on the setting up of a television station in
the country.

A special committee headed by Mal aya' s assistant mnister of
broadcasti ng, Tuan (now known as Tan Sri) Syed Ja'afar Al bar was forned in
May 1960 to study the feasibility of television services, and if so, the
possibility of it being introduced by 1962.

The conmittee conprised heads of the Tel econmuni cati ons and Broadcasti ng
Departnment, the Information Services Departnent and The Mal ayan FilmUnit.
However, financial constraints and the |ack of trained personnel (both

i n engi neering and progranm ng fields) were stunbling bl ocks.

Two experts fromthe Canadi an Broadcasti ng Corporation were recruited in
July 1962 to set up the Mal ayan Tel evision Service. Transm ssion initially
covered only Kual a Lunpur

The director of broadcasting in Malaya, A T. Read, had said that with
nmodi fi cation, the m crowave stations set by the Tel econmuni cati ons
Department coul d be used for television transmn ssion.

Test transm ssions began on Nov 23, 1963. The station was officially
| aunched by Tunku Abdul Rahman on Dec 28, 1963 in Kual a Lunpur.

Mal ayan Fil mUnit director Owv Kheng Law was appoi nted director of the
Mal aysi an Tel evi si on Service, Raja |skandar as head of programres and K K
Loh as engi neer-i n-charge.

The station occupied tenmporary studios in the grounds of Tunku Abdu
Rahman Hal |l on Anpang Road, Kual a Lumpur. The station had only one channe
whi ch covered a radius of 15 miles, |later extended to 40 miles.

Staff recruitments commenced. Ei ght broadcasters quit Radio Malaya to
join the television service. They were Tan Gek Seam Tan Mutali b Mohanmad,
Thomas Matthew, Harjit Singh, Janmes Masang, Syed Alwi, Ahmad Merican and
Ami r Hanzah.

Among the progranmes aired on the first day were a feature on how the
Mal aysi an Tel evi si on servi ce began, a commentary on future progranmes,
congratul atory nmessages from heads of overseas tel evision services who had
contributed to the setting up of the station, a feature on the formation
of Mal aysia, a news commentary and a speci al feature on Ml aysi an
cel ebrati ons.

Initially, the progranmes were nmulti-Ilingual (Ml ay, English, Tam | and
Chi nese) and transni ssion was from®6.30pmto 9.45pmdaily except Saturdays
when it went on until 10.30pm.

Bel ow i s a chronol ogy of sonme events that foll owed:

Feb 1964: The Government inposed an annual |icense fee of RWM4 for
tel evi si on-set owners.

Cct 1964: The CGovernnent set aside RM33.4 nillion for new studios for
Mal aysi an Tel evi si on Service and Radi o Mal aysia, to be built on a hil
overl ooki ng Pantai Valley on the Kual a Lunpur-Klang road. The npve took
pl ace in 1968, and Angkasapuri was officially | aunched.

May 1966: An outside broadcast van equi pped with three caneras, costing
about RMBOO, 000, was purchased.

March 7, 1968: For the first tine, Ml aysian Tel evision Service tel ecast



a recording of the Mal aysian Qpen gol f chanpi onshi p.

July 1968: Sanurai, a popul ar Japanese tel evision series, becane the
first foreign filmto be dubbed into Ml ay.

March 1969: Mizi k Muzi k Muzi k, the first talent search contest for
bands, was aired.

1969: Radi o and Tel evi sion Mal aysia (fornerly known as Mal aysi an
Tel evision Services) was fully integrated to becone the Departnent of
Br oadcasti ng) .

Nov 17, 1969: A second television channel called Network Two was
| aunched (the prem er channel was referred to as Network One).

April 7, 1970: For the first tine, television viewers watched a 35-
mnute live telecast fromJapan via satellite. This was a part of a
hi stori c exchange of television programes between Japan and Ml aysi a.

May 26, 1970: The first children's progranme, Pok Amai Anmi, began its
run.

1971: A contest for solo/group perforners, Bakat RTM was | aunched.

Dec 27, 1971: RTM Sabah station was officiated by Sabah Chief Mnister
Tun Dat uk Must apha.

June 19, 1972: Prine Mnister Tun Abdul Razak |aunched Education
Tel evi sion Service (ETV), which ran from Mondays to Thursdays.

March 1973: Efforts were undertaken to produce tel evision comercials
|l ocally and pronote a Mal aysian identity in adverti sing.

Dec 6, 1973: The Royal Wedding of Britain's Princess Anne and Captain
Mark Phillips was tel evised "live"

Jan 1974: The boxing match bet ween Muhamed Ali and Joe Frazier at
Madi son Square Garden, New York, was tel ecast.

April 1974:. The Governnment formed an inter-ministerial conittee
conprising officials fromthe Mnistries of Trade and Industry and
Information to study hitches relating to launch of col our television.

1975: Another | ocal talent search conpetition, this time for solo
singers, Bintang RTM was | aunched. This contest | ater unearths the
talents of the late Sudirman Haji Arshad, Rosnaria Abdul Hanid, M Rizal,
Rohana Jalil, Raml ah Ram and Juliza Adlizan.

Dec 28 1978: Network One's col our television transm ssion was | aunched
by Prime Mnister Datuk (later Tun) Hussein Onn,

Dec 31, 1981: Network One carried a "live" telecast of the adaptation of
the standard Mal aysi an tine; clocks in Peninsular Ml aysia were adj usted
30 minutes ahead to be inline with the time in Sabah and Sar awak.

June, July 1982: Soccer-nmad Mal aysi an rakyat pooled their resources in a
huge fund-raising project initiated by the afternoon daily, The Ml ay
Mai |, called People's Live Tel ecast Fund. The objective was to screen the
1982 World Cup mat ches.

Sept 11, 1988: Network One carried the Tel eton RTM Sport Aid “88. The
station went on air for 24 hours and the public were invited to call and
pl edge their donations for those suffering fromheart and ki dney ail nents.
Atotal of RWM. 8 mllion was collected.

Dec 25, 1989: Mal aysians for the first tine witnessed the Wrld Cup
(soccer) 1990 draw via a live tel ecast.

Cct 1990: Network One carried another fundraiser Teleton “90. During the
four-day event, Network One had a continuous broadcast and RV6.4 million
was raised

March 1, 1994: RTMstarted norning TV with daily transm ssion from 6am
Previ ously, norning transm ssion was only on public holidays and weekends.

Sept 16, 1994: RTMcarried the live tel ecast of Ml am Karyawan Ml aysi a,
a nega-concert organi sed by the Badan Berti ndak Bosnia and Pena, fromthe
Shah Al am st adi um Contri butions were made by | ocal artistes to the
Bosni an fund and fam lies of Malaysian soldiers killed in action overseas.
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