22/ 12/ 1999
And what is wong with staying on?

Zai non Ahnmad
AFTER a | apse of six years, | visited Kuching again over the weekend and
was pleasantly surprised to see the nuch changed skyline. In the 1980s, |
was quite a frequent visitor especially during the good old days of the
power struggle between the "uncle and the nephew

But rmuch of the sprawing city on the bank of Sungai Sarawak - for

chroniclers and poets it is the river of magnificence - is still exuding
the charnms of an era | ong gone.
The anbience is still there to fire the imaginati on of European visitors

drawn to the Land of the Hornbills by the romance of the Wite Rajah and
his Ranee lording it over the headhunters.

| lament the fact that a favourite haunt is gone. On the site of the old
wor |l d Hotel Aurora now stands a spanki ng Merdeka Pal ace, a new age
structure and a tribute to the cyber age when information travels the
speed of I|ight.

Tucked away fromthe hustle and bustle of the main bazaar but
over |l ooki ng the Padang Merdeka, the hotel was a beacon to nmany when life
was nore |aid back.

I remenber the coffee house where the elites of the city once gathered
to drink coffee and tea and the stronger stuff ordered fromthe small bar
next to it.

Much of the older clientele - ny sources - still patronised the place
even after the first five star hotel - the Holiday Inn - was built on the
bank of the Sungai Sarawak overl ooking the White Rajah's citadel, Fort
Mar gheri t a.

O hers like the Hlton and Crown Plaza, just across the road fromthe
Hol i day I nn, came nmuch later. An old Aurora faithful is former Agriculture
M ni ster Datuk Dr Sul ai man Daud.

He continued to stay there whenever his mnisterial duties took himto
Kuchi ng even when the carpets were threadbare and the wal | paper noth
eat en.

How can | forget Aurora when one of the highlights of my visits to
Kuching was the series of parry and thrusts | had with Tun Abdul Rahnman
Yaakub at his Press conference after the shadow play noves w th nephew Tan
Sri Abdul Taib Mahrmud burst out in full confrontation.

I had asked hima nunber of questions about the tinber concessions sone
State | eaders had too nuch of.

The good Tun ganely gave all the answers whi ch nmade good copy for the
reporters who were there

He ended the focus on tinmber concessions by asking: Wy are you asking
all these questions about tinber concessions? Are you interested to have
some?

Sone, like the Tun, have retired fromactive |life while sone others have
al ready passed on into the great beyond.
But Taib is still there. Still an active man after al nost two decades as

Chief Mnister and destined to be the | eader to take Sarawak into the next
m |l enium

Presumably, a favourite refrain of Taib, popular with other politicians
as well, is: "I'lIl stay for as long as the people want ne to." And nmany |
spoke to want himto. After all, | ook what he has done for Kuching.

The Waterfront (like Penang's Espl anade), stretching fromthe Holiday
Inn to the main bazaar, is popularly accl ai ned.



I f anyone thinks Taib had been Chief Mnister for far too long, he
shoul d renenber that Tan Sri Wan Mokhtar Ahnmad was Menteri Besar for a
quarter of a century (during which tine he, too, nust have invoked the
favourite line of politicians, "as long as people want ne") before he was
voted out.

He is close to 70 and | ooks it but still he had wanted to go on.

He, too, had changed the skyline of his State. Wan Mokhtar will be
remenbered as the man who had transforned Terengganu from an east coast
backwater into a nodern State.

But, according to a conmon | anment everywhere, there is still so much to
do.

QG hers, too, wail: There is so nmuch to do and so little tine in which to
do it.

I's this why Singapore | eader Lee Kuan Yew is Senior Mnister after he
resigned as Prinme Mnister?
Tan Sri Ramli Ngah Talib was Menteri Besar of Perak for nearly 17 years,

and still not the worse for wear, had left his mark on the State too
Anot her marathon man is Negri Senbilan's Tan Sri |sa Samad but who,
unlike Rami, is still Menteri Besar.

Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Khoon is beginning his third termas Penang' s Chi ef
M ni ster.

In Kelantan, Menteri Besar Datuk Nik Aziz NNk Mat is al so beginning his
third term

Wul d this be his last tern? He is likely to stay on for "as | ong as
peopl e want him' because "there is still so nmuch to do".

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad, who becane Prine Mnister in 1981
announced recently that this is going to be his last termas he woul d be
too old to lead the nation after the next general election.

The wags have it that the nman who had provided the country with such
strong | eadership may stand down as Prime Mnister midtermto give his
successor a chance to |l ead before he calls an el ection

Al ot of people are generally delighted by Dr Mahathir's announcenent.

Sone are delighted because they believe he has done so nuch for the
country and want himto enjoy whatever tine he has left on this earth with
his famly

O hers are delighted sinmply because they dislike himand want himto go
and yet others are happy because the one man who has been standing in
their way for so long is finally about to | eave the scene.

There are al so those who don't want himto | eave. These are those who
had benefited trenmendously under his prine mnistership and want to
continue to enjoy benefiting nore.

They woul d probably have to | eave the scene too, after Dr Mahathir
stands down.

Al ot of people say there is actually nothing wong in staying on and on
but "as |ong as the people want nme".

In the West, | eaders want to stay on and on as well as they too are
great believers in themsel ves. Baroness Thatcher who was Prine M nister of
Britain for nore than a decade wanted to stay on. She al nost cried when
she was forced to go

Gernmany's Hel mut Kohl, a mmster tactician, was for 16 years the
Chancel | or of Germany until his government was thrown out in the |ast
el ection.

So what is so bad about one man domi nating the scene for so | ong.

( END)
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