01 NOV 1999
Court - Anwar ( Murder)
ANWAR TELLS COURT OF GROUP W LLING TO MURDER H M

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 1 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahimtold the High
Court here today that he had learnt that there was a group of people which
was willing to do anything agai nst him including nurder.

Anwar said he was told of this by Norazman Abdul | ah alias Bagi nda, an
aide to Datuk Sng Chee Hwa, a Menber of Parlianent from Sarawak, at the end
of June or early July 1998.

"I received information from Bagi nda, who urged nme to be careful
because this group was prepared to resort to anything...slander,
fabrication and it even used the word nurder,"” he said.

Anwar, a former deputy prine mnister, said this in his defence agai nst
a charge of sodomising his wife's former driver Azizan Abu Bakar.

Anwar, 52, and his adopted brother, Sukna Darmawan Sasmitaat Madja, 38,
are being jointly tried on charges of sodom sing Azizan, 39, in Sukma's
apartment in Tivoli Villa, Bangsar, here, one night at 7.45, between
January and March 1993.

Sukma, a businessman, was al so charged with abetting Anwar to sodom se
Azi zan at the sane place and tine.

Asked by his | ead counsel Christopher Fernando when the conversation on
t he conspiracy was rai sed, Anwar said Baginda told himthat he (Bagi nda),
Sng and Unm Hafilda Ali had just returned froma holiday in London.

(Umm Hafilda, a younger sister of Anwar's forner private secretary
Azmin, is the witer of the letter "The Matter of the Deputy Prine
M nister's M sconduct” which was sent to the Prime Mnister together with a
sworn statenent by Azizan alleging he was sodom sed by Anwar.)

Anwar sai d Bagi nda, who is from Sarawak, also told himthat information
gathered from Umm Hafil da showed that she had connections with Tun Daim
Zai nuddin (now the First Finance Mnister).

"She (Unm Hafilda) had contacted the author of the book "50 Dalil
Mengapa Anwar Ti dak Bol eh Jadi PM', that is Khalid Jafri, his assistant
Khai ruddi n Hassan, and al so several other Umo politicians, especially
Tengku Adnan Mansor, a proxy for Tan Sri Vincent Tan, and who is now
executive secretary of Umo Ml aysia," he said.

VWen testifying Anwar held his head as if he was in pain, pronpting
Justice Datuk Arifin Jaka to ask whether he could continue with his
testi nmony.

VWhen Anwar said he would try to answer a couple nore questions, Arifin
said he should informthe court if he could not continue.

In continuing his evidence, Anwar said al nost the whole of his
conversation with Baginda "centred on the plot to topple me, and in fact
the term (istilah) nurder was used (by the group).”

At this juncture, the public following the trial |aughed when Arifin
asked Anwar for clarification on the word "istilah" which he had heard |ike
"Ziela".

In jest, Arifin said he thought of the name because it was frequently
nment i oned.

(Ziela Jalil is Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnister Datuk Seri
Megat Junid Megat Ayob's wife, who, Anwar clainmed, is a friend of Umm
Hafil da.)

After answering a question from Fernando, Anwar told Arifin that he
could not continue with his testinony because of a headache but was wlling
to do so if asked to.



However, Arifin said the court would not force him

Earlier, before he spoke about Bagi nda, Anwar said the first time he
di scussed with Azmin concerning Unm Hafilda was in 1997 after Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad handed himthe letter said to have been sent by Umm
Hafilda to the Prine Mnister through Megat Junid.

He said that during the discussion Azm n expl ai ned that he had probl ens
with Unmm Hafil da because she was not happy with himfor not hel ping her in
busi ness.

Anwar said he also tal ked about Unm Hafilda with Azmin in 1998 and his
former private secretary told himthat his sister had gone too far because
she recei ved paynents.

Azmin also said Um Hafilda told himthat Megat Junid drafted the
letters she sent to the Prime Mnister, including Azizan's sworn statenent,
he said.

Anwar said Azmin also told himthat Unm Hafilda had net Daim Tan Sri
Rahi m Tanby Chi k (former Mel aka chief mnister), Datuk Aziz Shamsuddi n (Dr
Mahathir's political secretary) and Ziela as part of the conspiracy.

Hearing conti nues tonorrow.
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