12/ 05/ 1999

53rd Umo anniversary cel ebrated in | ow key

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Umo opted for a lowkey affair today in celebrating
its 53rd anni versary.

During a drizzle at the Putra World Trade Centre, Prinme Mnister and
Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad | aunched t he comenor ati on
with a doa selamat recited by Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Department,
Dat uk Dr Abdul Hami d O hman.

Al so present were Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi
perform ng the duties of deputy president; vice-president and Educati on
M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, secretary-general Datuk Sabbaruddin
Chi k and suprene counci| menbers.

Dr Mahat hir then inspected a guard-of-honour nounted by 100 nenbers of
the party's Barisan Brigade Penuda and Bari san Bri gade Wani ta, acconpani ed
by acti ng Umo Yout h chi ef Datuk H shammuddi n Hussei n and Wani ta Umo
chief Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man.

Dr Mahathir hoisted the Umo flag to the acconpani nent of the party's
song delivered by the choir.

Atahlil was held this evening at the Umo headquarters.

In Port Dickson, fornmer Umo deputy president Tun Ghafar Baba rem nded
menbers they had t hensel ves to blane if Bari san Nasi onal were to lose in
t he com ng general el ection.

Ghaf ar, who was al so the fornmer Deputy Prime M nister, said Umo nenbers
could not afford to rest on their |aurels.

He was speaking at a ceramah in conjunction with the State-1evel Umo
anni versary at Kolej Uniti in Port Dickson. Al so present were Menteri
Besar and State Umo chief Tan Sri Mdhd | sa Abdul Sanmad and ot her State
Umo | eders.

Ghaf ar said Opposition parties were attenpting to capitalise on Datuk
Seri Anwar | brahim s inprisonment to undermine the party and the
Gover nnent .

"W nust win and I' mconfident we will win," he said, "if we try our
best by placing the party interest above ot hers.

Mohd | sa said riots which occurred i n several nei ghbouring countries
that crippl ed the econonmy shoul d be a | esson for Mal aysi ans shoul d t here
be political instability.

Rem nders on such incidents were not a threat but exanples of real-life
experiences if there was chaos in the country, he said.

I n Kota Ki nabal u, Chief M nister and Sabah Umo chi ef Datuk Osu Sukam
Osu, described the anniversary as ideal for nenbers to renewtheir
conm tment to subscribe to the struggle and objectives of the party.

Osu advi sed nmenbers not to be too overwhel ned by the party's 100 per
cent success in the recent State election to the extent of ignoring
chal | enges ahead.

On t he resol uti ons approved by several Umo divisions in Sabah for the
scrappi ng of the systemto rotate the Chief Mnister's post, Osu said the
peopl e had plenty of tine to decide.

"Al though there are Umo nenbers who were agai nst the rotation," he
said, "we will respect and conply with the deci si on nade by the BN
| eadership on the matter."

The systemto rotate the Chief Mnister's post anong the Muslim
Bumi put era, non- Musli mBum putera and Chi nese was i npl emented after the BN
t ook over the State Governnent in 1994.
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