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Anot her masterly performance of plain talking mnus the rhetorics

Ahrmad A Talib

I T WAS yet anot her masterly performance by the Umo President. Datuk Ser
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s speech at yesterday's opening of the party's annual
general assenbly was the nost frank and open to date. True to form the
speech pul | ed no punches, offered no excuses - just plain talking and
strai ght shooti ng.

It was a speech that has rmuch significance for hinself, the party, the
Governnent and everything they collectively stood for. The nuch-mal i gned
Prime Mnister inrecent nonths spoke fromthe heart as he rebutted i ssues
whi ch sought to undermine his credibility, and the Governnent he | eads.

Dr Mahat hir has nmade count | ess speeches before, whether at the party
assenbly or el sewhere. But one coul d see that this speech was i nportant
because it was i ntended to set the record straight, to put the contenti ous
i ssues in their proper perspectives.

It was al so ai med at quel ling whatever remaini ng doubts fence sitters
within the party have, of issues which affected the party and the country,
before this week's gathering. No one coul d have done it better as it was
articulated with |l ogic, a hallmrk of a communi cat or whose nessage i s
easi |y under st ood.

In a speech which is perhaps the | ongest he had nade thus far at an
assenbly opening - one hour and 40 minutes - Dr Mahathir shoul d be excused
for soundi ng nore personal than before. It was not a speech ai ned at
seeking vindication - just one to state the facts as he sawit, giving the
hi storical perspectives al ong the way.

Not one to take personal credit for all the achievenents his
adm ni stration and | eadershi p had brought, Dr Mahat hir was conpel | ed to be
nore personal because sone of the allegations by his critics and
detractors were very personal in nature.

Many al so said the speech was that of a fighter, a warri or whose pride
had been wounded, whose credi bility had been questi oned and whose pati ence
had been severely tested. It wasn't enotional, though it could easily have
been so had he wanted it to be.

Thursday' s Youth and Wanita assenblies steered cl ear of the Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi missue, but Dr Mahathir dwelt at length onit. He took pains
to rebut allegations that Anwar's downfall was due to a politica
conspiracy at the highest level. It was only Dr Mahathir's own adm ssi on
of naivety - and perhaps affection for a rakan seperjuangan (conrade-in-
arms) - that clouded his vision for so | ong.

Did his explanation go down well? Did it satisfy the Umo rank and file?
It was thought so, believers said. But then - there's none nore blind that
t hose who refuse to see; and none nore deaf that those who refuse to hear

There was an air of expectancy when Dr Mahathir took to the rostrumto
begi n his speech. This was nostly due his renmarks a few days ago t hat
there woul d be a "surprise" in his address, which has triggered nunerous
specul ati ons.

Even i f there was no "surprise" announcenent, del egates and observers
ali ke have plenty to mull as food for thought.

But tal king straight, and in a frank nanner has al ways been the
trademark of this Umo doctor. He did it again, nminus the enpty rhetorics
and dranati cs.

Then again, Dr Mahathir is not one to waste his tinme and that of others
on enpty rhetorics.
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