02/ 09/ 1999

Anwar files notice of appeal against striking out of case

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimhas filed a notice of appea
agai nst the striking out of his RMIOO milIlion |ibel suit against Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

The notice was filed by the legal firmof Karpal Singh & Co at the High
Court (civil division) registry today. No hearing date has been fi xed.

Speaking to the Press, Karpal Singh said the notice was filed on a
certificate of urgency in view of Anwar's other RMLOO million suit against
publ i sher Sun Medi a Corporation Sdn Bhd fixed for hearing as a prelimnary
i ssue on Sept 13. (Sun Medi a has applied under Order 33 Rule 2 of the
Rul es of Hi gh Court for the court to resolve the suit based on the
pl eadi ngs al one, wi thout going for a full trial.)

The Hi gh Court struck out Anwar's suit against the Prime Mnsiter on
Monday, hol ding the clains "obviously unsustainable", frivolous, vexatious
and an abuse of the process of the court.

In allowing Dr Mahathir's application to strike out the suit under O der
18 Rule 19(1)(a) and (d) of the Rules of the H gh Court, Judge Datuk
Karmal anat han Rat nam al so awarded costs to the Prine M nister

(Under Order 18, the court can strike out a suit if it has no nerit and
no reasonabl e cause of action.)

Anwar filed his suit against the Prime Mnister on Jan 25, over what he
clainmed to be defanmatory words which appeared in articles published by the
Newsweek and The Sun newspaper on Oct 5 and Sept 23, 1998, respectively.

He claimed that Dr Mahathir had on Sept 22, |ast year, "falsely and
mal i ci ousl y" spoken to |l ocal and foreign reporters accusing hi mof
commtting i moral acts.

Anwar, who was sacked as the Deputy Prinme Mnister on Sept 2, |ast year
and as Umo's deputy president the follow ng day, said Dr Mahathir's words
were defamatory in its ordinary meaning and in the context they were
spoken.

In his defence filed on March 22, Dr Mahathir contended that he had
spoken the words in his capacity as the Prine M nister on an occasi on of
qualified privilege

Later, the Prime Mnister applied to strike out the suit under Order 18.
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