05 APR 1999
Court - Anwar
ANWAR REPLIES TO PM S STATEMENT COF DEFENCE

KUALA LUMPUR, April 5 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mtoday
replied to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s statenent of
defence filed in response to the RMLOO million defamation suit brought by
his forner deputy against him

The reply was filed by his counsel, Karpal Singh, at the registry of
the H gh Court in Wsma Dennark.

Anwar, 51, who is also fornmer finance mnister, clained that Dr
Mahat hir sl andered himin a news conference held at the Prine Mnister's
Department on Sept 22, |ast year

In his statenent of defence filed on March 22, Dr Mahathir said that
the all eged defamatory words were published in his capacity as Prine
M ni ster of Malaysia on an occasion of qualified privilege.

Anwar, in his reply to the statenent of defence filed by Dr Mhathir,
said that the defence of qualified privilege is not open to him

Anwar alternatively said that Dr Mahat hir cannot rely upon the defence
of qualified privilege as he, in uttering and causing to be published, and
republ i shed, both nationally and internationally, the offendi ng words of
and concerning him acted maliciously and in bad faith.

"Further, the defence of qualified privilege nust fail as the said
words were uttered by the defendant recklessly and actuated wholly with
mal i ce af orethought,” said Anwar.

He clained that Dr Mahathir failed to verify the truth of the offending
words nor make any reasonable inquiry with any person who was directly
i nvol ved, nanely him nor the said Dr Minawar Ahmad Anees, but chose only
to rely on police information, accuracy whereof was doubtful, given the
fact that he (Anwar) had openly clainmed, alnost imediately prior thereto,
that his dismssal frompolitical office was attributable to a conspiracy
of the highest level involving institutions which included the police.

Anwar contended that Dr Mahathir took advantage of his detention and
uttered the offending words intending national and international coverage
and publication of such words in print and the el ectronic nmedia or
alternatively, knowing full well the offendi ng words woul d be
internationally published so as to personally gain political mleage with
the express intention of politically damaging effectively his (Anwar's)
reputation, both nationally and internationally.

Anwar stated that he will, in any event, assert that Dr Mahathir is
liable for the libel he intentionally caused to be published and printed
nationally and internationally and al so through the el ectronic nedia,

i ncl udi ng CNN and CNBC.

Apart fromthe damages, costs and other reliefs deenmed fit by the
court, Anwar is also seking an injunction to restrain Dr Mahathir from
further making any defamatory statenents agai nst him

In his anended statenent of claim Anwar said Dr Mahathir had fal sely
and maliciously spoken to |l ocal and foreign journalists, of matters
concerning himin his conduct as deputy prinme mnister

Anwar said that the offending words were uttered by Dr Mahathir with
the intention calculated to disparage himin both his private and offi ci al
capacities, including as deputy prine mnister and m nister of finance.

He said that the defamatory words were published in the Sun newspaper
dated Sept 23, 1998 under the headi ng "Anwar's behavi our despicable: PM
which was widely circul ated i n Ml aysi a.



It was al so published in the Newsweek dated Oct 5, 1998 under the title
"Here's Mud in Your Face - Accusations of sexual m sconduct and corruption
in an Asian snear war that rivals even Washi ngton's", he said.

Anwar said that the offending words were also tel evised widely over CNN
International and other television and radi o stations worl dw de.

He contended that the publication of the offending words had caused
grave injury to his character, credit and reputation both nationally and
i nternationally.

He is al so suing Sun Media Corporation Sdn Bhd, seeking another RMLOO
mllion in damages for libel over the article published in its newspaper
following a suit against the prine mnister

Anwar, who was sacked fromthe Cabinet on Sept 2, |ast year, was |ater
charged with five counts of corrupt practice and another five of sodony
before the Hi gh Court.

The Hi gh Court will deliver its verdict on four of the corrupt practice
charges on April 14 while the other charges have yet to be heard.

Meanwhi | e, Karpal Singh stated in a statenent that in the public
interest, the suit should be heard early and hoped Chief Judge of Ml aya
Dat uk Wan Adnan Ismail woul d consider priority being given to the hearing
of the suit.
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