22 FEB 1999
I nqui ry- Arrest
ANWAR DI D NOT RESI ST ARREST, | NQUI RY TOLD

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 22 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimsubmtted to
arrest w thout any resistance, the Royal Conm ssion of |Inquiry
investigating injuries allegedly sustained by himwhile in police custody
was told today.

Brickfiel ds OCPD ACP Koh Hong Sun, 46, said the forner deputy prine
m ni ster also did not resist when a police officer, Insp Nasaruddin Nasir,
bl i ndf ol ded hi mwi th a handkerchief on their way to the Bukit Aman police
headquarters, here, after he was arrested at his house on Sept 20 | ast
year.

"The blindfold was applied on Anwar w thout his glasses on," he told
t he t hree-nmenber panel conprising forner Chief Justice of Ml aya Tan Sri
Anuar Zainal Abidin as its head, former Court of Appeal Judge Datuk Mahadev
Shankar and orthopaedi ¢ surgeon Datuk Yeoh Poh Hong.

The setting up of the conm ssion was announced by Prine Mnister Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad | ast nmonth followi ng calls by various parties for a ful
i nvestigation into Anwar's injuries.

I nvesti gati ons conducted by the police earlier had been found to be
i nconpl ete by Attorney-General Tan Sri Mhtar Abdul | ah

Koh, the second witness in the inquiry led by forner attoney-genera
Tan Sri Abu Talib QG hnman, said he recieved an instruction to arrest Anwar
from Kual a Lunmpur Chief of Police, Datuk Kamaruddi n Mohaned Ali, on Sept 20
| ast year.

He arrived at Anwar's house in No 8, Jalan Setianmurni 1, Bukit
Damansara, here, at about 9.05pmwi th some police officers and saw many
peopl e shouting "Reformasi " and "Al | ahuakbar” outside the house.

Sonme of them whom he believed to be Anwar's supporters, told himthat
Anwar was at the nmoment taking care of his medicine and performng his
prayers at the first floor of the house, he said.

He | ater went inside the house and after Anwar energed froma room he
approached Anwar, touched himon his left armand told Anwar that he was
arresting him

"He did not resist the arrest. He did not do anything agai nst nme or the
other officers present there. He submtted to be arrested without
resi stance,” Koh said.

Anwar was | ater escorted by Koh and other police officers out of the
house to a police Peroda van parked in front of the house, followed by his
wi fe and children

Koh said that five mnutes after |eaving the house, the convoy of
patrol cars and the van ferrying Anwar and his fam |y stopped and he was
| at er approached by Bukit Aman Special Task Force Conmander acting SAC 1
Dat uk Meor Chek Hussei n Mahayuddi n who inforned himthat Anwar woul d be
going in his (Koh's) patrol car

In the car, Anwar was fl anked by Koh and Nasaruddin and in the mddle
of the journey, Koh said, he saw Nasaruddin blindfold Anwar after taking a
handkerchief fromthe driver of the car

"I asked him by using hand gesture after he had blindfol ded Datuk Seri
Anwar. He gestured back with his hand which |I understood to nean he has got
an instruction to do so," he said.

Asked by Abu Talib if Anwar said anything to himduring the process of
the arrest, Koh said he could only renmenber Anwar telling himthat the
police woul d have to pay for the broken gl ass panel of his door



Upon arriving at Bukit Aman, he handed Anwar over to ASP Rodwan Mbhaned
Yusoff at the | ock-up counter.

At this stage, Abu Talib submitted that it was inmportant for the panel
and the counsel involved to visit Bukit Aman so they could have a clearer
vi ew of various locations in Bukit Aman which would be nentioned by the
Wi t nesses.

Anuar then ruled that arrangenents be nmade for the teamto visit Bukit
Aman at about 2. 15pm and for the inquiry to continue with Koh's evidence
after the visit.

Earlier, Meor Chek Hussein, said he was instructed to join a team of
police officers to arrest Anwar.

When he arrived at Anwar's house, he found the front door closed and
was not allowed in despite identifying hinmself as a policeman and seeki ng
perm ssion to enter.

"My team nenbers had no choice but to break down the front door which
was nmade of wood," he said.

He said there were 300 to 350 people in the house and he net Anwar who
was standing in the hall.

"At that time | heard sonething |like a scream and words which | cannot
recall but | renenber Datuk Seri Anwar pointing at ny face. | was about two
feet away from himthen." he said.

Meor Chek Hussein said that after introducing hinmself and inform ng
Anwar that he had conme to arrest him the forner deputy prime mnister
said: "You think I am scared of you?".

He said he replied: "It is not a matter of whether you are scared of ne
or | amscared of you but | have instruction to take Datuk Seri to Bukit
Aman. "

Anwar then told himthat he wanted to discuss with his [awers first
and went upstairs to pray, acconpanied by two police officers.

After praying, Anwar was taken to a waiting police van, carrying his
youngest child and followed by his wife and other children, he said.
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