03 AUG 1999
Mahat hi r - Anwar
ANWAR TRYI NG TO PROLONG H S TRIAL - MAHATH R

| POH, Aug 3 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad
said today he expects his forner deputy Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimto | odge
nore police reports alleging all kinds of wongdoings in a bid to prol ong
his trial.

"I believe that many nore reports will be nmade by Datuk Seri Anwar and
his friends. H's strategy is to see that his trial continues until the
general election is over," said Dr Mhathir.

Anwar, who was renoved fromthe Cabinet in Septenber |ast year, is
currently being tried on a charge of sodonmising his former famly driver
Azi zan Abu Bakar.

Dr Mahathir said that by adopting the strategy, Anwar hoped t hat
government | eaders would not be abe able to say anything about himduring
the el ection (which nmust be held by June next year) as they would otherw se
be held in contenpt of court.

"W understand the strategy but we al so know how to say sonething t hat
will not result in us being cited for contenpt.

"I know his strategy. He will say all sorts of things. He has said
before "I will fight' and this is his fight," Dr Mahathir told a press
conference here at the end of a two-day visit to Perak.

The prime mnister said it was for police to decide whether to
i nvestigate the report which was | odged on July 9.

"I don't know, it's up to police to carry out a probe in accordance
with the usual procees of the law, " he said.

Dr Mahathir, who had earlier visited Kedah, Kel antan, Terengganu and
Pul au Pinang to explain to the people about current issues, was al so asked
to assess the people's acceptance of Anwar's renoval fromthe Cabi net and
umo.

"The peopl e now have a better understanding with regard to all sorts of
i ssues raised by opposition parties including the issue of why Datuk Seri
Anwar was sacked. They understand better and they accept (our
expl anation),"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said initially people felt Anwar should not have been
renoved but now they understood the reasons and were nore willing to
support the governnent.

On all eged confidential docunments posted on web sites set up by Anwar's
friends, Dr Mahathir said:

"That is part of the things that the police will have to investigate.
They will have to find out whether the docunents are genui ne or not, and
how peopl e got hold of the docunents, how they could publish them"

He added: "Wereas we say that when a case has gone to court we cannot
criticise, it seens the other side can produce all sorts of things.

"W avoi d sayi ng anyt hing but you know ot her people, they have totally
no respect for the court.”
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