11 FEB 1999
Court - Anwar (Fi ght)
ANWAR CLAI M5 HE HAS NO OPTI ON BUT TO FI GHT

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 11 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahimtold the
H gh Court here today that he had no option but to fight after he was given
an ultimatum by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to either
resi gn or be sacked and face crimnal charges rangi ng from sexua
m sconduct to treason.

"I said | have been very loyal to him | have worked diligently and
faithfully for the party and the government. To continue with these threats
and fabrications, | have no option but to fight because he gave ne the
ultimatumjust as | reiterated yesterday," Anwar said when testifying in
hi s defence on four charges of corrupt practice.

Anwar, 51, said so when he related his parting remarks to Dr Mahathir
during further exam nation-in-chief by counsel Raja Aziz Addruse on the
fourth day of his defence.

Yesterday, Raja Aziz informed the court that the defence had fini shed
with its questioning of Anwar and his client was ready to be questioned by
the prosecution, led by Attorney-General Tan Sri Mhtar Abdul | ah

However, at the outset of today's session, Raja Aziz informed the court
that after the court was adjourned yesterday, he realised there were three
ot her points which he would Iike to ask Anwar, based on his client's appea
letters to Dr Mahathir.

Raj a Aziz then asked Anwar to read certain parts in the tw letters
mar ked D76 and D77 which the defence team considered relevant to establish
hi s i nnocence.

Anwar said he brought up the issue of police conspiracy in the letter
to inpress upon the prime mnister that the conduct of the police in their
investigation into allegations of his sexual m sconduct was suspect and
showed malice towards him

In the letter, he also referred to the apparent contradiction between
what was said by former Inspector-General of Police Tan Sri Abdul Rahim
Noor to him and the subsequent conduct of the police investigation

"I had to ask the prime mnister whether he give specific instructions
to the police to frame and fabricate charges agai nst ne because throughout
the one year of investigation by the Special Branch and the CID, they did
not find anything incrimnating," he said.

But, Anwar said, at that point, he still assured the prinme mnister
that he would give all the necessary co-operation and he would not, at that
time, question the integrity of the 1GP and the sttorney-general

At this juncture, Justice Datuk S. Augustine Paul asked Anwar whether it
was witten in the letter, and he replied that not all the facts were there
and he had to explain to the court what actually transpired.

"For exanple, in page three on the |ast paragraph in D76, it referred
to the police investigation after one week. It was not confined to the
i ssue of defamation but was an attenpt to smear ny character. | then becane
a suspect of the police, G and the AG " he said.

Anwar said he also made reference to the original allegations in the
letter "Perihal Salah Laku Ti nbal an Perdana Menteri" (The Matter O The
M sconduct O The Deputy Prine Mnister) by Umi Hafilda Ali and the sworn
statenment by Azizan and the anonynous letter "Tal gin Terbuka Untuk Anwar
| brahim (Last Rites For Anwar Ibrahin) with the book "50 Dalil Mengapa
Anwar Tidak Bol eh Jadi PM' (50 Reasons Wy Anwar Cannot Becone PM .

He said the allegations nmade agai nst himin those docunents were no



| onger significant to the police, 1GP, attorney-general and the prine
m nister but all of them had extended the web of deceit by the
i nvestigation into new and unchartered area or territory.

In his letter, Anwar al so touched on his claimthat the police had
attenpted to force his former tennis partner, Datuk S.Nallakaruppan, to
work with the police against him

"My lord, the issue is not confined here. It was extended from sexua
m sconduct to accepting RM6O mllion to treason, working as a forei gn agent
as we could later see in SAC| Misa Hassan and the AG affidavits," he said.

Anwar said it was an attenpt at vilification. It was not done
prof essionally, was unethical and totally corrupt, he said.

As the prosecution objected to this statenment, Raja Aziz maintained
that these were the feelings expressed by Anwar in his letter to the prine
m ni ster and the judge advi sed the defence not to go too deeply into it.

VWhen Anwar tried several tinmes to relate to the court about his
"differences"” with the prime mnister which he clained made Dr Mahat hir
"very angry with him', the judge ruled it as irrel evant.

Raja Aziz protested that the prinme mnister's attitude could be the
basis of the conspiracy theory which they had adopted as its defence and
trying to show it in circunstantial evidence

Justice Paul said if the defence felt that that was the situation, then
they should file a notice of notion to have the charges agai nst Anwar
struck off on the ground that there had been abuse of process.

VWhen Raja Aziz pointed out that conspiracy relates to credibility and
t he prosecution witnesses could have conme to court and lie, Justice Pau
rejected the idea.

At one point, Senior Deputy Public Prosecutor Datuk Abdul Gani Patai
conpl ai ned that Anwar's testinony "l ooks |ike he is giving a speech” and
hi s counsel should ask the questions instead of letting Anwar, "the poor
accused"” went on his own in all directions.

Anwar drew | aughter fromthe packed court roomwhen he replied that he
agreed with Abdul Gani's statenent that he was indeed "quite poor"
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