30/ 10/ 1999

Anwar deni es al |l egati ons by Abdul Murad

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mtoday denied the allegations
by Dat uk Abdul Murad Khalid and demanded an i ndependent Conmi ssion of
Inquiry to investigate the amassing of property by | eaders, including past
| eaders.

Murad, who is the former assistant governor of Bank Negara, yesterday
al I eged that Anwar had anmassed a fortune of nore than RMB billion while in
office.

He said Anwar's fortune, nostly in shares and properties, was being held
intrust "in accounts of his cronies".

Murad, 46, nmade the allegations in his statutory declaration which was
distributed at a Press conference yesterday.

In a statenent, Anwar said the nethod of forcing adm ssions in the way
of Hitler and Stalin regi mes had becone nore prevalent in the country and
the | atest invol ved Mirad.

"Such defamatory all egations are used to jeopardise the i mage of a
political opponent of Barisan Nasional," he said.

He added this was also a "nmethod of shifting" the people's focus away
fromthe people's property robbed fromthe nation by Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and First Finance M nister Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n and
their allies.

"l strongly deny such scurrilous and basel ess all egations,"” he said.

Meanwhi | e, national DAP chairman Dr Chen Man H n urged the Government to
establish an i ndependent commi ssion to investigate Mirad's all egati ons.

He said Anwar shoul d be given the opportunity to defend hinsel f agai nst
the al |l egati ons.

However, he said, the Alternative Front would stick to its decision to
appoint Anwar as its Prime Mnister should the Opposition cone to power
after the com ng general el ection.

He said the party found it too difficult to believe the clains nmade by
Murad who chose to call a Press conference on the matter.

"Why is he maki ng such a statenent now and not inmedi ately after he was
charged in court |ast Septenber?" he asked.

Mal aysi an Denocratic Party vice-president Mohanmad Asri Gt hman al so
called for an independent comm ssion to investigate the allegations as
they were "very serious".

He said it would be nore appropriate for the conmi ssion to investigate
the matter instead of the Anti-Corruption Agency, which he said would be
seen as not being i ndependent.
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