22 COCT 1999
Court - Anwar ( Conspi racy)
ANWAR ENTERS H S DEFENCE ON SODOWY CHARGE

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 22 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim making his
defence in his sodony trial in the H gh Court here, mentioned four nanes as
"master conspirators” for his downfall

The four nentioned by the forner deputy prinme mnister, who began
testifying today, were First Finance M nister Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n, Donestic
Trade and Consumer Affairs Mnister Datuk Seri Megat Junid Megat Ayob
former Melaka Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Rahi m Thanby Chi k and Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad's political secretary Datuk Abdul
Azi z Shansuddi n.

"In the inital stage, they were the master conspirators. Later, there
were others, involving departnents and individuals who were used,"” he said.

Anwar, 52, is jointly tried with his adopted brother, Sukma Dar nawan
Sasmitaat Madja, 38, on separate charges of sodomising his wife's forner
driver, Azizan Abu Bakar, 39, at Sukma's apartnent in Tivoli Villa,
Bangsar, one night at 7.45, between January and March, 1993.

Sukrma faces anot her charge of abetting Anwar in commtting the offence,
at the sane tine and pl ace.

Anwar mentioned the four names when asked by his | eadi ng counsel
Chri st opher Fernando, those he had informed the prine mnister to be
i nvolved in a conspricay to topple him

He al so stated the reasons why they had wanted to do so.

Earlier, Anwar told the court that he had also informed Dr Mahathir of
the five corruption charges proposed to be preferred by Attorney-Cenera
Tan Sri Mhtar Abdul | ah against International Trade and Industry Mnister
Dat uk Seri Rafidah Aziz.

Anwar said he knew of the matter through the attorney-general

Mohtar, who is |eading the prosecution's teamin the trial, was not
present in court during Anwar's testinony.

At the outset, Anwar, who is the first defence witness, told the court
that his address is the Sungai Bul oh Prison and when asked regarding his
occupation, he said that he was unenpl oyed.

This was foll owed by laughter from nenbers of the public in the
courtroom and they were ticked off by the judge. A warning was then issued
by police personnel on duty there.

VWhen asked by Fernando regardi ng Abdul Rahim Anwar said that the
former Melaka Chief Mnister was definitely active in planning a conspiracy
to cause his downfall, since 1997.

"I have al so received a proposed charge agai nst him (Abdul Rahim from
the attorney-general for corruption with proof that he held a RMB9 mllion
account in his nane.

"Wth the docunent, | referred the matter to the prinme mnister and
submtitng the views of the ACA (Anti Corruption Agency) and the
attorney-general. Just |ike Rafidah's corruption case, the prine mnister
brushed it aside," he said.

Anwar said that he had informed the prine mnister of the matter on the
request of the ACA and the attorney-general

"It was a heavy task but because | had an excellent relationship with
the prime mnister and | had personally and openly expressed loyalty to
him 1 had no choice but to convey the information even though it
di spl eases him" he said.

Anwar said that sone of the information conveyed to Dr Mahathir were



wi t h docunmentation, provided by the attorney-general.

He said that the first was Rafidah's case which he had to informthe
prime mnister to protect the inage and credibility of the
Attorney-CGeneral 's Chanbers and t he ACA.

"The attorney-general asked ne for a favour but | becane the victimfor
doi ng a favour," he said.

Anwar said that the ACA and the attorney-general faced problens when
they decide to prosecute as they could not proceed because the prine
m ni ster would not agree to it.

Asked regarding Daim Anwar said that he (Dain) was still asking for
Treasury files to be brought to his (Daims) office even though he (Anwar)
had taken over the finance portfolio, by Datuk Mistapa Mhaned, the
Ent r epreneur Devel opnent M ni ster and Second Fi nance M nister.

"I forbid it and reported the natter to the prime mnister,"'
Anwar .

He said that he al so obtai ned docunments showi ng that Dai mreceived
shares and cash exceeding RVMBO0 nmillion fromthree corporate |eaders.

Anwar clai med that the noney was given to Dai mwhen he (Daim was
finance mnister and Dr Mahathir had been informed of the matter.

According to Anwar, the prime mnister, as usual, brushed it aside.

He mentioned the three corporate | eaders as Tan Sri Halim Saad, Tan Sri
Wan Azm Hanzah and Tan Sri Tajuddin Ram i, when the court allowed himto
prove the conspiracy theory in his defence.

Anwar said that the prinme mnister did not take any action.

Regardi ng Megat Junid, Anwar said that he had asked the prinme mnister
to explain the mnister's involvenment in the nurder of a woman by the name
of Must aki zah.

"...and the habit of Datuk Seri Megat Junid to ganble in the office. |
brought up this matter with the prinme mnister,"” he said.

Megat Junid was then Deputy Home M nister.

Anwar said that he sought an explanation fromthe prine mnister
foll owi ng nunmerous questions raised in parlianent and speeches regarding
Megat Junid over the issue.

Asked by Fernando regarding the nmurder case, Anwar said he told the
prime mnister what he heard about Megat Junid but the prime mnister, as
usual , gave his standard "I will look into it" reply.

"When | raised the matter with the prine mnister...firstly, the case
i nvol ved complicity. | therefore asked the prine mnister as Home M nister
to obtain information and if indeed Datuk Seri Megat Junid was not invol ved
at all, his nane could be cleared because at that time he was Deputy Hone
M ni ster.

"Secondly, the case of ganbling. | appealed to the prine nminister to
advi se Datuk Seri Megat as this matter was comon know edge,” he said.

However, he said, no action was taken against the mnister.

Anwar said he raised the matter with the prine mnister when he was
asked to announce the names of two new full mnisters including Megat
Juni d, when he was acting as prine ninister.

VWhen reveal i ng Abdul Aziz's name, Anwar said that he di scussed Abdul
Aziz's role in the conspiracy to topple himwith the prinme mnister after
being i nformed by then police Special Branch Director Datuk Mhanmed Said
Awang.

"Dat uk Mohaned Said told ne that Datuk Aziz Shansuddin was involved in
seeki ng the cooperation of two nmen by the nanme of Taib Sal anbn and B. K Tan
to defame nme and Datuk Aziz was al so not happy with me for not approving a
big contract for his son with Angkasapuri,"” he said.

Anwar said that in the case of Abdul Aziz, the prine mnister was nore
positive.
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He said that on Aug 31, 1997, after the National Day parade at the
Mer deka Square, he was asked by Dr Mahathir to neet himat Seri Perdana
where he (Anwar) was inforned that he had al so heard about Abdul Aziz's
i nvol venent .

"He told ne that he will speak with Aziz over the matter," he said

He said that Abdul Aziz had explained the matter and apol ogi sed,
prom sing not to be involved anynore.

Anwar began his testinony by inform ng the court that he was renoved as
deputy prime mnister and finance mnister on Sept 2, last year, before
relating the positions he held in the Cabinet from1983 to 1993 when he was
appoi nted to the second hi ghest post in the governnent.

He said that he had di scussed the conspiracy theory with Dr Mahathir as
early as 1997, when he was acting as prinme mnister

"The di scussion on conspiracy began as early as 1997, when acting in
the capacity as prine nminister and sone of the mnisters and party | eaders
were clearly unhappy with ny stand on corruption, power abuse and wastage
on mega projects,” he said.

He said that the matter had al so been discussed with Mhtar and then
ACA Director-Ceneral Datuk Shafie Yahya.

Anwar said that the discussion with the prinme mnister was on the
exi stence of undercurrents anong the people who had | argely been
guestioning the practice of corruption in the government.

"I feel responsible as a |oyal deputy prime mnister to convey such
information to the prime mnister, especially after the ACA
director-general and the honourabl e attorney-general had inforned nme of the
difficulty in instituting action due to the di sagreenent of the prine
m nister," he said.

Anwar said that Mhanmed Said al so confirmed the people's
di ssatisfaction and criticisns which were heightening then and that he was
al so facing problenms in conveying themto the prine mnister

He said that the first corruption case he had referred to the prine
m ni ster was that involving Rafidah.

At this juncture, Justice Datuk Arifin Jaka ticked off Fernando for
bringing up the mnister's name but he allowed it after it was explained to
himthat it was to prove the defence of conspiracy.
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