01 SEP 1999

ANWAR FI LES NOTI CE OF APPEAL

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 1 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahimfiled a
noti ce of appeal today to set aside a High Court decision which struck out
his RMLOO million defamation suit against Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Mahat hi r Mohanad.

The notice was filed at the Hi gh Court registry at Wsma Denmark, here,
this nmorning through Messrs Kapal Singh and Co.

The Hi gh Court had on Monday allowed Dr Mahathir's application to
strike out the suit.

Justice Datuk Dr R K Nathan held that the suit was frivol ous and
vexatious and an abuse of the process of the court. He also said that
Anwar's cl ai ns were obvi ously unsust ai nabl e.

Anwar, the former deputy prime mnister and forner finance mnister,
filed the suit on Jan 25, clainmng that Dr Mahathir had fal sely and
mal i ci ously spoken to local and foreign reporters in a news conference held
the Prime Mnister's Departnent accusing himof conmtting i moral act.

Dr Mahathir, in his statenment of defence filed on March 22, contended
that he spoke the words as prinme mnister on an occasion of qualified
privil ege.
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