19 JUN 1999
Li m Conspi racy
ANWAR | NSTI GATED CHONG TO TOPPLE ME, SAYS KENG YAI K

KUALA LUMPUR, June 19 (Bernamm) -- Cerakan president Datuk Seri Dr Lim
Keng Yai k today reveal ed that forner Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahi m had i nstigated Datuk Joseph Chong to topple himin the 1996 party
el ection.

Dr Limsaid that Anwar's invol verent was stated by Chong, who is now
t he I ndependent Menber of Parlianent for Batu, in a letter to himearlier
this year.

"I am quoting Datuk Joseph Chong as saying in his letter that Datuk
Seri Anwar |brahiminstigated himto challenge nme in the October 1996 party
election,” he told reporters after chairing the Gerakan Central Committee
meeting at Wsma PGRM near here.

Reading the letter, Dr Limsaid Chong, in the letter in January, said
he met Anwar at the Shangri-La Tanjung Aru Beach Hotel in Kota Kinabalu
during the National Day celebration, at 11.30am

""...1 was contacted at 9.30am by Anwar's private secretary to neet
Anwar at 11.30 that norning at Shangri La Tanjung Aru Beach Hotel and when
I met him Datuk Seri Anwar wanted to know of my political plan in the
Cerakan assenbly and | told himthat | mght contest the post of secretary
general of the party.

""And then, he (Anwar) instigated nme to contest the party presidency
and explaining in detail why should I go for it...Datuk Seri Anwar was
giving the inpression it was the prinme mnister's blessings for ne (Joseph)
to contest,"" he said.

Dr Limsaid that it was a right time for himto expose the issue and at
first he could not believe it because "there was an understandi ng of the
Bari san Nasional (BN) that |eaders had agreed not to disturb each other."

"It's a conspiracy not only to topple the | eadership of Umo but al so
to toppl e Gerakan, a conponent party of the BN, " he said.

Asked by reporters why Chong had witten the letter now, Dr Limreplied
that "I nyself do not know why".

Chong planned to challenge Dr Limas party president but was
disqualified fromcontesting. Dr Limretained his post after beating
chal | enger Cheang Chin Chai with a majority of 857 votes in the election.

Chong tendered his letter indicating his desire to | eave the party on
Nov 22, 1996 and was accepted by the party's central comrittee two weeks
| ater.

Commenti ng on the speech by Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad yesterday at the Umo general assenbly, Dr Limsaid that Gerakan
supported Dr Mahathir's | eadership to lead the country in the next century.

"Cerakan will be the first party to appeal to Dr Mahathir to stay on
and lead the BN until the next election,"” he said.

On the neeting today, Dr Limsaid the Central Comrittee decided that it
woul d hol d another neeting on July 18 to discuss further preparations for
the party's general assenbly, scheduled for July 24-25.
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