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ANWAR | SSUE |'S OF NOT MUCH | NFLUENCE OVERSEAS- SPECI AL ENVOY

BANG , May 5 (Bernamm) -- The sacking of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim as
Deputy Prine Mnister has not in anyway influenced other countries nor has
it tarnished Malaysia's image in the eyes of the world, Special Envoy to
the United Nations Datuk Abdul |l ah Ahrmad sai d today.

For instance, the Anwar issue did not influence UN nmenbers when they
el ect ed non- permanent nenbers to the Security Council and in fact Ml aysia
was voted in with a very |large nunber of votes at the end of |ast year.

"In the United States, the issue is no doubt played up by the nedia but
not all people are influenced and that included busi ness people who are
nore concerned with investnent opportunities than current political
i ssues,” he said after delivering a talk on "Econom c Pressures on
Mahat hir's Foreign Policy" at the Universiti Kebangsaan Ml aysia (UKM
here.

He was asked whether the Anwar issue had tarni shed Malaysia's inmage in
the eyes of the world and at the UN

Abdul | ah said that initially a senior Ml aysian officer at the UN
i nfl uenced by nedia reports on the issue predicted that Ml aysia would not
easily get a seat in the council but now the officer had been proved w ong.

"The issue did not in anyway affect the final voting as the big
majority of the menbers chose Mal aysia as one of the non-pernmanent nenbers
of the Security Council," he said.

He was confident that the government under the | eadership of Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhaned would be re-elected in the general
election in view of the nunerous facilities and benefits which the
government had brought for the people.

Dr Mahathir is a courageous and firm |l eader who spoke w thout fear or
favour and for this he was well respected and the West seeing the nerits of
his call for restructuring the world's financial systemwas feeling uneasy,
he said.

As Dr Mahathir was a brave | eader who spoke his mnd, the Wst was
uneasy as it preferred a | eader froma devel oping country to nmerely bow to
their w shes.

In his talk, Abdullah said Malaysia's foreign policy under Dr Mahathir
was flexible, pragmatic, free and neutral and this had proved to be
beneficial to Ml aysia.

Abdul | ah said that before Dr Mahathir becane Prime Mnister, Malaysia's
foreign policy was limted to normal diplomacy but Dr Mahathir pioneered
the field of diplomacy which al so enconpassed econonics and trade. He is
also a pioneer in the field of Informati on Technol ogy.

On Mal aysi a- Si ngapore rel ations, he said there were groups which w shed
to see both countries quarrel always and be suspicious of each other but
happi |y they had not succeeded.

"Nevert hel ess Mal aysia and Singapore will conmpete in the context of
bringi ng benefits and good to their respective peoples. Singapore is always
alert to any slight ruffle in bilateral relations. The republic also did
not meddle in the internal affairs of its Asean partners,"” he added.
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